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UCCESSFUL advertising demands a double sat- 
isfaction, that of the selfer and that of the buyer. 


The Sunday School Times is an unusually satisfying 
‘medium for such successful advertising. 





Cheer 
By E. D. Austin 


MISM fades in the glory of the dawn; 
Optimism glows when the curtain, Night, is drawn. 








Prayer and the Airmen 

Not only daring airmen, but persistent prayers, 
have been ascending during these recent thrilling weeks. 
It is not difficult to understand the surge of admiration 
that swept America when young Lindbergh made his 
flight, but it is difficult to explain the wave of prayer 
that started and went with him. The newspapers stated 
that special services of prayer for the success of his en- 
terprise were held in a number of churches. One 
minister was so greatly burdened for him that he spent 
a long period in intercession, apparently under a spe- 
cial anointing of the Holy Spirit. A young business 
man was unable to sleep during the night of the flight, 
and wept before God for success to crown this daring 
venture. A society woman awoke and prayed for 
the flier that night. From all directions the news 
came of groups and individuals thus called by the 
Spirit to prayer. Perhaps the most amazing was the 
scene in the Yankee Stadium in New York City, at 
a pugilistic event, when the radio announcer called upon 
the crowd of over 40,000 “fight fans” to bow their 
heads for one minute to pray for Lindbergh. This 
announcement through the microphone was followed 
by a minute of total ‘silence, thus including in the 
prayer the countless numbers listening in. What is 
the explanation of it all? There is doubtless some 
deep meaning that we may not be able to fathom. 
“For we know not what- to. pray for as we ought: 
but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us.” Yet 
there are some facts that are obvious. The relations 
between -the United States and foreign nations were 
strained over the war debt question. “God hath chosen 
the foolish things of the world to confound the wise.” 
Might it not be that God took a clean-living young 
man, comparatively unknown, tc confound nations, 
‘break down prejudice, heal wounds, and promote a 
friendly relationship between England and France and 
the United States? Shortly before this issue of the 
Times goes to press the world has learned of Chamber- 
lin’s and Levine’s great air journey from New York 
to Germany. Mrs. Levine’s statement to the press on 
learning the’ news of her husband’s safe arrival is 
profoundly impressive: “My first thought is to thank 
God for His guidance. He was in the plane with 
the boys from the start. I am too filled with joy to 


do justice by any expression of my innermost emo- 


tion, and furthermore I believe that the whole world 
that has watched and prayed with me must under- 
stand what I feel.” Words like these, flashed around 
the world, are a blessed antidote to the poison of the 
atheistic associations that are springing up to defy 
God and destroy men. “For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the 


Lord.” 
x 
The China Crisis 


Perhaps there has been nothing before in the his- 
tory of modern missions, on so vast a scale, like the 
crisis in China. One missionary writes that he has 
heard that eighty percent of the Christian missionaries 
have now left China. This is largely the result of 
governmental action, done by the advice or the offi- 
cial orders of representatives of the governments of 
the various foreign nations under. which the mission- 
aries serve, and it would seem to be in accordance 
with the principle laid down by our Lord, “But when 
they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another” 
(Matt. 10:23). There is a sense of peculiar helpless- 
ness as one thinks of, China,— how much more must 
this be true of those-ambassadors of the cross who are 
now there or have been there! Dr. Henry W. Frost, 
Home Director of the China Inland Mission for North 
America, says: “So far as I can see, government and 
missionary Organizations are helpless before the China 
situation, so that our only recourse is in God himself.” 
What we call crises are never baffling, or uncertain, 
or unexpected, to God. He will always use them to 
his own glory; and he longs to have men turn to him 
in prayer when they are helpless, remembering that 
he is omnipotent, 
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Lindbergh’s Luck 


Lindbergh’s nicknames are interesting. He has 
been called “The Flying Fool,” and “Slim,” and 
“Lucky.” | Possibly three things for which he would 
be called a “fool” by mest young people today have 
had something to do with his “luck.” Associated 
Press dispatches have told of these. One, from Paris, 
said: “Captain Lindbergh is still dry. . . . He even 
asked for water today when the usual ‘Vin D’Honneur’ 
was offered him, Jean Sapene, general manager of 
Le Matin, where the incident occurred, held up the 
ceremonies while water was brought and Captain Lind- 
bergh took two glasses.” He does not smoke. And he 
does not dance. In London, while present at a Charity 


Ball at Albert Hall, a dispatch tells us: “He was 
besieged by fair dancers, the girls refusing to believe 
that the hero could not dance. ‘1 am terribly sorry,’ 
he apologized, ‘but I Have never danced in my life. 
. . . Absolutely nothing doing. I am here as an on- 
looker.’’’ Merely not. dancing, drinking, or smoking, 
does not necessarily make one a phenomenal airman. 
But the self-indulgent ores | man of today would not 
have been likely to have Lindbergh’s “luck” in his 
conquest of time and space across the Atlantic. Even 
the nickname “Slim” is suggestive. People who are 
overweight do not do the big things; thef¥ cannot. 
The young flyer’s nicknames and habits and self-con- 
trol, coupled with his world-challenging achievement, 
point us straight to the Word: “Wherefore seeing 
we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin 
which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with pa- 
tience the race that is set before us.” 
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Scholarship and Faith 


Brains and belief can go together. Our faith and 
our faculties are both God’s gifts, and they should not 
be divorced. Yet it is easy for those who truly be- 
lieve God, and accept his Word unquestioningly, to 
make the mistake of: ignoring or discounting intellec- 
tual scholarship; and it is even easier for unbelieving 
minds of the highest order to make the mistake of 
supposing that unquestioning faith in God and his 
Word cannot exist in the best minds. In view of 
these well-known facts, it is welcome news that Edin- 
burgh University has just conferred the degree of 
Doctor of Divinity upon W. Graham Scroggie, Min- 
ister of Charlotte Baptist Chapel of Edinburgh. As 
readers of The Sunday School Times know, Mr. 
Scroggie stands for the old faith and the whole Word 
of God. His brilliant and spiritual writings have en- 
riched these columns, and will continue to do so.. His 
daily addresses on “Visions of. Christ” were the out- 
standing feature of the Jubilee Keswick Convention 
of England in 1925. The honor extended by the Uni- 
versity is an extraordinary tribute to Evangelicalism, 
and is causing great thanksgiving. among conservative 
believers throughout Great Britain. The Doctorate 
in Divinity is a more unusual degree in Great Britain 
than in America,.and means much more. God's chil- 
dren, members of his royal family, are not, of course, 
dependent upon earthly -honors; but when these come, 
they are to be welcomed as offering fresh opportunity 
to share the blessings of the Gospel with a wider circle. 


A Tide Which Taken at the Ebb 


ness and our affinity for them, have gone into 
our very blood and bone and become almost a 
part of us.~ One such saying is, “There is a tide in 
the affairs of men, which, taken at the flood, leads on 
to fortune.” It is one of the indisputable things. 
Doubtless in the centuries since it was written it has 
quickened many to a new sense of the sacredness of 
opportunity and its precarious nature. But there is 
another side, and that is that few of us have had the 
reasonableness or the alertness to take the tide at the 
flood, and so we have been stranded in all manner of 
desolations, $ 
Stranded lives occupy of necessity much of our 
thought all our days, The critical moments have been 
neglected, and the great lift which might have swept 
us out to sea is no longer at hand. A good part of 


"T ness are some sayings which, by their fit- 


. human thinking has to do -with opportunities that are 


gone by. The pain and plague of the human heart is 
forever connected with this. But surely what makes 
the staple of so much of our experience, what con- 
stitutes so continually much of the mystery of our 
human dige, must. be something which the Gospel deals 
with and has something to say about. Christ came to 
seek and to save and restore lost opportunities. 

It was an evangelical word that a keen minded man 
spoke when he stated that, though he had read much 
all his days and never wearied of it; what after all had 
interested him most had been men’s failures and what 


had sometimes come out. of them. The great swell- 
ing literature of success had not enchanted him. The 
success magazines often seemed to him cold and dis- 
heartening; he felt that after all there was a certain 
hard-heartedness about most of them. They did not 
warm. In other words, he felt that when all the great 
world felt the glamour of ‘the tide that was taken 
at the flood, he felt more iaspired by the literature of 
those who had been enabled. to take the tide at ebb, 
when all things were against them to drive them to 
despair. The power and presence of God and the 
greatness of faith seemed to be more manifest there, 
if one could receive it. 

Attention was long ago called to the truth that the 
great emotions often take their rise in connection with 
their very opposites. A tide taken at its ebb, when all 
the world would have said nothing could be done, has 
been not seldom the very situation out of which has 
risen through faith and travail the experience that has 
enabled others to launch out into the deep. Very ap- 
pealing is that confession of Jowett’s, of days when 
the mind was empty and the spirit exhausted and “the 
heavens seemed made of brass,” and no message would 
come, when the tide was completely ebbed; and when 
nevertheless he tock the pen, refused to refuse the one 
poor motion he could make and, empty, began to write. 
And then little by little things came to him, and be- 
fore long his ship was afloat. The distance between 
him and the flood was overpast. His boat was at sea. 
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No wonder this great reader told of how much more 
vividly the divine power -had come home to him 
through men who had known the extremes of spir- 
itual want, than through those with whom all had 
seemed to go smoothly from the start. 

The really great difference and dividing line be- 
tween men is the difference between the evangelical 
and the non-evangelical, The former hold forever 
in the face of all appearances that there is no situa- 
tion in life where there is not something that can 
be done about it by the grace of God. Our state 
may be low, but we cannot forget that there is “a 
high calling,” and we cannot acquiesce in our zero 
hours. Our spirits may be empty, our hearts hollow, 
but over against all this the Gospel of Christ for- 
ever sets “the fulness of God.” Our sins may be as 
scarlet, but there is over against them the possibility 
of true repentance, and abundant pardon, cleansing, and 
the fullness of the Holy Spirit.: The cold thinking of 
mere naturalism has nothing to say to us but that there 
is nothing that can be done except to let the terrible 
condition work itself out into disappearance and ex- 
tinction. But the evangelical mind sees not only good 
news long ago for a little space in Palestine, but good 
news now and always, on the very edge of our failure, 
our sin, our ill-desert, our hopelessness, through Jesus 
Christ. Nearly all those who help make up the Gospel 
story by letting Jesus Christ do something for them 
dealt with an ebb-tide. Perhaps Nathanael came as 
near as any to knowing about the tide which is taken 
at the flood, or the man on whom Jesus smiled and 
said that he was not far from the kingdom of God. 
But for the rest it seemed that it would be long before 
the tide would come in again. Yet all this glowing 
life that meets us whenever we open the pages of 
New Testament is mainly connected with low- 
tide. 

And by that we mean the many forms of experi- 
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ence which are now paralyzing so many of us, and in 
which we are so likely to acquiesce. It may be the 
prayerfessness that has grown upon us; it may be the 
slackness that has ensued upon some discouragement or 
disappointment or failure, or even upon some success; 
it may be the doubt that has been indulged and al- 
lowed to spread a gray ‘and sickly hue over everything. 
Whatever way it comes, we are lost and undone, Can 
we overcome our pride enough to take that situation 
for our -material, seeing that it is all the material we 
have? If we can do that we have in us the very es- 


sence of faith, When all the world would tell us,. 


and our own hearts corroborate its word, that our day 
is done and our opportunity gone, then comes in for- 
ever fresh the grace of God. And the grace of God 
is “God’s holiness doing what we did not think holi- 
ness could do. It is God thinking, feeling, willing, 
suffering, sacrificing, upsetting every calculation, out- 
leaping every expectation, surprising the guilty with 
forgiveness and the fallen with hope. When we were lost 
and undone, and could glean no encouragement from 
conscience and no assurance from merit, then from the 
splendor of the divine nature flashed upon us the 
wonder.and surprise of a full and free salvation.” 

God loves our embarrassments; they are not to him 
what they are to us. Christ did not take well-selected 
cases to deal with, but gave himself every handicap. 
There was a tide which could be taken at the ebb. 

When we talk about humility, the chance for it is 
always near. It is enough to take our low mood, our 
low tide, our present lack of interest cz devotion, the 
absence of feeling, the low regard in which we are 
held, and with that venture straightway into the pres- 
ence of God. Joseph Parker, looking through the list 
of the things that could be blessed, said that he found 
none of these in himself save one. There was one gate 
by which he knew he could get in: he hungered and 
thirsted and felt starved for righteousness. 





Sinister Significance of 
the Japanese Emperor's Funeral 


The Sunday School Times owes much to letters 
and information from its foreign missionary readers. 
Missionaries in China and Japan have shown in the 
columns of the Times the disastrous influence of such 
events, for example, as the sharing by professed 
Christians in the ovation that was given to the Panchen 
Lama of Tibet, in Peking in 1925, and the honoring 
of the Buddhist Lord Abbot Otani by the Church 
Peace Union and the Federal Council of Churches 
last year in New York City. Another missionary in 
Japan now writes a valuable letter on the real mean- 
ing of the impressive ceremonies attending the funeral 
of the late Emperor of Japan. 

He encloses with his letter a clipping from an Eng- 
lish newspaper published in Japan, giving an editorial 
entitled ‘“Tonight’s Communion,” which includes the 
following statements: 

Today as twilight envelops the capital of this nation, 
one of the great pageants of history and of the world 
will take place, the funeral procession of and the last 
rites for a Japanese Emperor... . 

In silence except for the reed-like tones of the “sho,” 
the muffled tread of the mourners and the creak of the 
seven-foot wheels of the ox-drawn catafalque, the pro- 
cession will wend its way on foot across the city, be- 
tween packed walls of silent and reverent spectators, 
The ritualists and the funeral commissioners will be 
garbed in costumes of hempen cloth, their feet in san- 
dals of straw or in shoes of lacquered wood. The path- 
way of the procession, strewn deep with sand from the 
ocean, will be illuminated by the flickering light of 
many pine-wood torches, casting shadows against a 
massed background of faces. Thus will the sea, the 
mountain forests, and the grasses of the fields contribute 
to the paraphernalia of the procession, lending to the 
rites the simplicity and purity. of nature, that nature 
which is the mother of life and of death and to whose 
bosom a people—in the midst of that primitive dark- 
ness which they have held in awe since the time the 
Sun Goddess Amaterasu-no-Omikami hid herself within 
a cavern and filled the land with gloom —are returning 
the body of their ruler. 

Some may marvel at the vastness of the preparations 
and wonder at the great expenditure in treasure and 
laber involved in the staging of this great funeral. But 
in a sense it is more than the last rites in honour of 
the dead, It is rather the manifestation of a living spirit, 
the feeling of reverence and of devotion to the Imperial 
tradition, that deepest indwelling source of our spir- 
itual power which is the foundation upon which has 
been built the fabric of our Nation. Rather than obse- 
quies for the dead, it is a communion in which all true 
Japanese will partake; and from the inspiration of the 
night and its vast ceremonies the inhabitants of this 
land will receive renewed strength and power. 


Commenting on this newspaper editorial and the 
meaning of the funeral ceremonies, the missionary in 
Japan writes: 

“I was interested in your article in Notes on Open 
Letters about Count Otani’s conference with the 


committee of the Federal Council of Churches con- 
cerning world peace. There are not only Buddhists 
in this land [Japan] who would take that as a sign 
from Christianity to co-operate, but what is more seri- 
ous there are many native evangelists and teachers and 
Christians who would be amazed at such relations 
upon the part of the Christian bodies who have sent 
to them missionaries, not a few of whom teach them 
to separate absolutely from Buddhism. Such action 
on the part of the Federal Council of Churches if 
known by the native Christian constituency out here 
cannot fail to disturb the confidence of the latter in 
American Christianity and its representative, the mis- 
sionary, or make more difficult what is now the most 
difficult of all the tasks of the missionary, getting 
the native Christian to separate from idolatry. 

“Japan is much engaged now over the death and 
burial of the late Emperor Taisho Tenno. I would 
like to give you a few of my impressions of this 
very significant event. There is a certain set of mis- 
sionari€s out here which believes that modern civiliza- 
tion, education, and the like will cause the Japanese 
people to abandon the idea that the emperor is divine 
and the custom of ancestor worship. It is true that 
people no longer prostrate themselves on the roadside 
when the emperor or any member of the Imperial 
family passes as they did twenty years ago. People 
have spoken freely of the mental incapacity of the 
late emperor in his last years, also of his illegitimate 
birth. Owing to the frequent appearance of the pres- 
ent emperor in public and his democratic ways, his 
perseén will probably not be veiled in the atmosphere 
of mystery and awe that was true of the preceding 
emperors. 

“Outwardly there has come about a great change 
in the mutual relationship of the emperor and his sub- 
jects. Inwardly emperor worship, particularly in the 
homage paid to the departed spirit, has a greater hold 
on the people than ever before, a fact very significantly 
set forth in the last two sentences of the editorial I 
enclose [as printed above]. Civilization has done away 
with much of the crude and primitive phraseology 
and form of emperor worship, but its spiritual hold 
upon the people has strengthened. 

“In most countries the ascension of a ruler to the 
throne, or some important event in his life-time, is 
more highly commemorated than his death; but in 
Japan the opposite is true, which indicates of course 
that as a departed spirit he has entered into a greater 
sphere of influence and will bless the nation even 
more than in his life. What a challenge to us to pub- 
lish with greater zeal the tidings concerning Him 
whose death and resurrection, and the blessings He 
brings, are what they are ignorantly and unconsciously 
i ata out for through all this emperor worship in 

apan. 

“The position of the Christians in all this has been 
very difficult. The Shinto shrines have been crowded 
with suppliants seeking the aid of ancestors in_ be- 
half of the Imperial household in its trial. Cere- 
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monies in schools and public places im »wihweh heathen 
customs are observed, all of which are enveloped in 
a heathen atmosphere, have been exceedingly trying to 
believers and their children. Shinto has been declared 
not a religion but a matter of patriotism, but that has 
not solved the problem, Prayers are still offered at 
shrines, and it is safe to say that to the non-Christian 
Japanese his nation and its tradition is his god, the 
thing he values above all things; it is all the god he 
knows, and, although he may not go through formal 
acts of worship in paying reverence, his spirit can- 
not be otherwise than that of worship, and it is diff- 
cult if not impossible for Christians to mingle in such 
gatherings without being influenced more or less.” 


The bright side of the otherwise dark ‘situation in 
Japan is brought out by this missionary in the fol- 
lowing: - 


“It has been a great time for preaching the Gospel. 
Because of its trial the nation is spiritually sensitive 
to an unusual degree. There has been a marked in- 
crease in the number of our inquirers, and several con- 
versions of a most effective and fruitful kind have 
been wrought by the Holy Spirit and the Word among 
us. Japan as a nation is becoming more difficult to 
reach as it becomes more educated, cultured, and de- 
veloped. But the individuals who do believe and obey 
the Gospel are most whole-hearted and childlike in 
their faith, Do not these facts sound the death knell 
of that ‘social gospel’ which is being preached -so 
widely but to so little practical effect here in Japan? 

“J am writing this letter in token of my apprecia- 
tion for your paper, which has done so much for me 
as a Christian and a missionary, and with prayers for 
an ever-increasing outpouring of His grace upon you 
and your paper.” 

“a 


Mr. Trumbull’s “What Is the Gospel?” gives the 
essentials of salvation simply and clearly “for the man 
in the street” and every one else. It gives God’s Word 
on “Why Men Are Lost,’ “How. Men Are Saved,” 
“What Is Salvation,” “The Blessed Hope,’ “The Vic- 
torious Life’ (The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, cloth 75 cents, postage 
5 cents; paper 50 cents, postage 5 cents). 


= 
Have You Tried This? 


A consecrated missionary in Japan, who stands 
for the old faith and is a real soul winner, writes an 
interesting word about the ministry of The Sunday 
School Times: 


Thank you for the weekly visits of The Sunday School 
Times and the inspiration I get therefrom. I keep a 
complete file for my Tokyo-trained two young men to 
use by and by. These two young men are in the 
theological school of the Meiji Gakuin in Tokyo, and 
will graduate in 1928. At least one American profes- 
sor and at least one Japanese professor of this school 
are unsound on the virgin birth, resurrection, etc., and 
one of the two young men was very shaky two years 
ago; last year I got an American helper to send The 
Sunday School Times to each of the two young men, 
and the effect on them is very noticeable. They hke 
The Sunday School Times, they say. 

When you happen to think of me, pray earnestly for 
me that I may continually be Spirit-filled and used 
mightily in this needy field. : 


The mission field, as is well known, is being sadly 
injured by the teachings of Modernism in missign 
schools, and by missionaries from the homelands who 
carry to the foreign fields the destructive teachings 
received in the colleges and seminaries at home. As a 
result, heathen people who turn to these missionaries 
for light and life are often given darkness and death. 
Instead of the facts about the Gospel and the Lord 
Jesus Christ and the Word of God, they are given 
doubts, denials, and unbelief,—and all under the 
guise of Christian missions. God be praised, there 
are also many missionaries in the foreign fields who 
are sounding out the old and only Gospel, and who 
ore distributing the Scriptures as the very Word of 

od. 

Have you thought of the possibility of ministering 
both to needy missionaries and to English-speaking 
seekers or students in the foreign fields by sending 
them The Sunday School Times? There are tens 
of thousands who need such help and who would wel- 
come it, like this missionary in Japan and the two 
young men in Tokyo. A number of American readers 
of the Times are doing this, and some have a con- 
siderable list of foreign missionaries to whom they 
count it a matter of Christian service to have the 
Times go regularly. _ Subscriptions for this purpose 
will be received at the special rate of $2 each a year 
(the regular rate is $2.50, on account of foreign post- 
age). The Times will see that your gift subscriptions 
go to missionaries if you do not furnish such names. 
Contributions of any amount designated for The Sun- 
day School Times Missionary List will be so used. 


A handy reference catalogue of books for Chris- 
tian workers will be sent you on request by The Sun- 
day School Times Company, Philadelphia. 
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God's Three Great Facts for Sinners 


The foundations of faith that form the basis of Christian experience 
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By Robert C. McQuilkin 














HARVARD University student a few years ago 

wrote a poem = upon the three great fundamentals 

of the Christian faith which won the university 
prize. The three brief stanzas of the poem set forth 
the three chief “mysteries” of God’s plan of salvation, 
These “mysteries” are the.solution of the three greatest 
problems that both philosophers and plain people have 
Struggled with throughout the ages. They are the 
three truths of revelation that are the hardest sayings 
for the natural mind to accept... And yet these three 
truths will be found to be not only reasonable, but 
the only reasonable positions that a rational mind can 
accept. 

These three rock foundations of the faith form a 
solid basis for true Christian experience. A life of 
victory in fellowship and service must be rooted and 
grounded in a true understanding of the vital meaning 
of these great essentials. 

I know not how that Bethlehem’s Babe 
Could in the God-head be; 

I only know the Manger Child 
Has brought God’s life to me. © 


This is the first stanza of the Harvard prize 
poem, written by Harry Webb Farrington, and with 
it we may join the inspired word from John 1:14: 
“The Word was made flesh, and tabernacied among us.” 
, The first great foundation of the Christian faith 
is that the One whose name was called Jesus is “the 
mighty God,” “the everlasting Father.” We call the 
doctrine the “Incarnation,” God made flesh. 

_The birth of the Lord Jesus in two respects was 
different from the birth of any other human being. 
First, he was born of the virgin, by the supernatural 
rgd of the Holy Spirit. Some Christian teachers 

old that God might have brought the Saviour into 
the world by natural birth. But. it would appear that 
in this, as in all else relating to his marvelous plan 
of salvation, God does the one thing that must be 
done, the only thing in the nature of the case that can 
be done. It is said that belief in the fact of the vir- 
gin birth is not necessary to salvation. It is true that 
the fact is not, like the resurrection, offered in evi- 
dence.as proof of the Godhead, and therefore does 
not form part of the apostolic preaching of the Gospel. 
But the fact is a necessary part of that Gospel of sal- 
vation that they did preach. The second respect in 
which the birth of Jesus is different from the birth 
of any other human being is closely linked with the 
supernatural manner of his conception. He was the 
only human child ever born who existed before his 
birth,— existed from all eternity. How fitting that 
such a One should enter the world in a manner dif- 
ferent from those who begin their existence with the 
human birth. 

Let us face this tremendous teaching, that it was 
God who became flesht As we stand with bowed head 
before the manger, do we really believe that Bethle- 
hem’s Babe is God? Or are we only saying that we 
believe it, because we have been taught that it is the 
thing for faith to accept? Is it not an overwhelming 
thing the Christian Church is asking the world to ac- 
cept as the Word of God, this doctrine that Bethle- 


hem’s Babe is God, the Creator of the universe? Is. 


it reasonable? Certainly the world will say it is not 
reasonable. And some Christians say that it is con- 
trary to reason, but that they accept it by faith. But 
no man can believe what he thinks is contrary to rea- 
son. He can say he believes it, but the human mind 
is not constructed so that it can accept something as 
true which it believes is false. This teaching goes be- 
yond reason; it cannot be fully comprehended by the 
mind of man; but it is not contrary to reason. Far 
from that, it is the only reasonable thing that a ra- 
tional mind can accept. 

For those who have difficulty with this, and other 
mysteries of the Christian revelation, a most whole- 
some practice is to face the alternative. If this thing 
is not true, then what? If I do not believe that Jesus 
Christ is God, what is it that I must believe? 

if Jesus Christ is not God, then men are left without 
any revelation of God. God may send an angel to tell 
something about himself, but he cannot reveal himself 
without coming himself. That we should believe in a 
personal God — and that belief is assuredly reasonable 
— who created men and loves men and desires men 
to serve him, and that this personal and loving God left 
men with no revelation of himself, —such a belief is 
clearly impossible. To bring God’s life to me, God 
himself must come. And in the Person of God the Son 
he has come. 


*“— Know Not How That Bethlehem’s Babe,” from 
“Rough and Brown,” by Harry Webb Farrington (may be 
had from the author, 949 West End Avenue, New York 
City, cloth 90 cents, paper 30 cents). Copyrighted and used 
by permission of the author. 





Those who attend Victorious Life Conferences at 
America’s Keswick have learned to expect rich 
spiritual feasts prepared by outstanding Bible 
teachers and Christian leaders, such as this ad- 
dress by the Dean of Columbia Bible School, Co- 
lumbia, S.C. It was given at the First Student 
Conference, in June, 1926. A list of this year’s 
conferences will be found on page 383 of this 
issue. One of Mr. McQuilkin’s pamphlets that 
has been largely used in bringing many into the 
life that is Christ is “The Place of Struggle in the 
Victorious Life.” - It may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company, Philadelphia, 50 cents a 
dozen, 5 cents each, or $4 a hundred. 
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On the divine side the alternative is no less un- 
thinkable. Have you ever tried to think of the eter- 
nity before any creature was formed, when there was 
nothing in the universe but God only? Now if God 
the Father existed as a Unitarian God, with no Son or 
Holy Spirit, where was the object for his eternal love? 
For God is love, and from eternity he had an object 
of love, even the Son of his love, who became Christ 
Jesus our Saviour. If Jesus is not God, we are faced 
with the alternative of a conception of God not only 
more difficult than the Christian doctrine of the Trin- 
ity, but a conception that is really impossible to thought. 
It is this that must have been in the mind of one of 
America’s most eminent philosophers when he was 
asked his opinion on a notable book entitled, “Uni- 
tarian Thought.” His only comment was, “A contra- 
diction in terms.” ~ 

On this great fact our reason and our faith can rest, 
that Jesus is God. What is the meaning of it? Our 
verse expresses it: 

I only know the Manger Child 
Has brought God’s life to me. 


Are you rejoicing in God’s life? Let us remember 
that this is the only life for human beings that there 
is. It is not a choice between God’s life and some 
other life. It is a choice between God's life, abundant, 
eternal life-—-and death. And this life is possible for 
me only if God brings it to me by coming to earth 
in such a way as to make himself known to me. Life 
eternal is to know God, and a finite human being can 
know God only in Jesus Christ, who is God and who 
is man. 

But were we to stop there, we should be in worse 
despair than ever. To see Christ and to know him is 
to see myself and know myself as utterly unfit for 
fellowship with him, and utterly incapable of making 
myself fit. If the written law of God makes sin ex- 
ceedingly sinful, infinitely more does the living Word 
show sin in all its unthinkable horror. The most 
hopeless and the cruelest message that could be given 
to sinful man is to tell him as the way of salvation: 
“Be Christlike.” But, praise His name, the Incarna- 
tion is not the last, but the first great fact in God’s 
great Gospel. It prepares the way for the second and 
central fact of salvation. 

I know not how that Calvary’s Cross 
A world from sin could free; 

I only know its Matchless Love 
Has brought God’s love to me. 


This is the second verse of the Harvard prize poem, 
and it may be linked with John 1:29: “Behold, the 
Lamb of ‘God, that taketh away the sin of the world!” 

The second great foundation of the Christian faith 
is the death of God the Son for our sins. What did 
that death have to do with my sin? Did it bear my 
sin away? Is that a reasgnable belief? It is the hard- 
est thing for the natural mind to accept. But itis 
the Christian teaching concerning that which remains 
the great unsolved problem of human wisdom, — the 
sin problem. 

As the birth of Jesus was unique, so there were two 
things that made the life of Jesus different from any 
other human life. First of all, he was sinless, the 
one sinless human being who ever was born or 
lived. And again, while every other child-came into 
the world in order to live, he came in order to die. 
From the beginning he was the Lamb of God. His 
first introduction to his first disciples gave the cen- 
tral message of this new Teacher: suddenly John the 
Baptist cried, “Look!” and when his disciples looked 
at the Jewish Rabbi as he walked, their teacher an- 
nounced, “The Lamb of God, that taketh away the 
sin of the world!” Christ came in order that we 
might have life, and in a true sense we may say, he 
came in order that he might have death. Only through 
his death could that life come. Yes, the Manger Child 
has brought God’s life to me, but at fearful cost he 
bought it at the cross. God’s life can come to the 


sinner only by having God’s life poured out for the 
sinner. 

The first time I had occasion to quote the verses 
of this little poem, my memory failed on the second 


’ stanza and a different ending was improvised for the 


third line which reads, *I only know its Matchless 
Love.” I do not suggest the new ending as a sub- 
stitute for the poet’s words, but mention it as empha- 
sizing the one method God had of bringing his match- 
less love to the place where men could receive it: 


I only know the Lamb of God 
Has brought God’s love to me. 


But is it reasonable to believe that Calvary’s cross 
solved the sin problem? Some say it is not reasonable, 
but I accept it by faith. 

May I suggest once more that thes iternative be 
faced? If this is not true, what must we believe? We 
seem to be faced with a choice between two other posi- 
tions: either, there is no such thing as sin, as the 
Bible pictures sin; or, there is sin and death, and it 
is all horribly real, but God has done nothing about 
the problem. It is still an unsolved problem, with 
which men are to wrestle. Either of these positions is 
unthinkable for a rational mind. 

And yet the first answer is our prevailing philosophy, 
not. alone in the halls of learning but in the courtroom 
and in the newspaper. The new psychologies and the 
new sociologies are saying, “There is no sin.” Other 
names are describing what we used to call sin, “anti- 
social acts” they are, or else disease that should be 
pitied and treated as any other disease is treated. 

There are but two reasons for punishing criminals, 
we are told today: to reform the criminal, or to pro- 
tect society. The idea that sin itself deserves and will 
receive a penalty is treated as the outworn creed of 
the unenlightened Middle. Ages. 

But thundered from Sinai and whispered in still 
more dread accents from Calvary is God’s pronounce- 
ment that sin is against God, that the guilty cannot be 
cleared, and that the punishment is death. From be- 
ginning to end the insistent message of the Bible is 
that sin is against God; after the worst sin against 
man that could be conceived, the convicted sinner cried 
to God, “Against thee, thee only, have I sinned.” 

Can we suppose that such a problem as sin could 
exist in the universe of God, and that God has done 
nothing to solve it? That assuredly would be un- 
thinkable. God has solved it. The Good News is that 
Christ has died and put away our sins. It is not 
that God will do something for you if you do somes 
thing. The Gospel is that God already has done some- 
thing, — nay, he has done everything that needed to be 
done to solve the sin problem. Had Christ not died, 
there would have been no possible way for God to for- 
give one sin, or to cleanse one human heart. But he 
has died and forever satisfied the necessary wrath of 
the holy and loving God against my sin. 

And yet if we had to stop with this second great 
fact in God’s plan for saving men, we should still 
be. in despair so far as eternal life is concerned. I 
cannot be saved unless the penalty of my sins is paid, 
but if that were all that was done it could not avail 
to save. Suppose by Substitute had stayed dead? 
I should yet be in my sins. There would be no guar- 
antee that I should ever stop sinning, though the pen- 
alty of my past sins has been fully met. But the 
death of such a One as Christ carries with it the prom- 
ise and surety of his rising again from the dead. It 
is remarkable indeed that every prophecy our Lord 
gives of his coming death is linked with the other 
prophecy that on the third day he shall rise again. 
We must follow his example and link our second 
great foundation with the third, for if Christ be not 
raised, the Gospel preaching is vain and we are yet 
in our sins. 

I know not how that Joseph’s Tomb 
Could solve death’s mystery; 

I only know the Living Christ, 
Our Immortality. 


This is the final stanza of the Harvard prize poem, 
and we may join it with the word of our Lord in 
John 2:19, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up’; or his later word from the glory, 
“IT am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am 
alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell 
and of death” (Rev. 1:18). That, and that alone, 
could assure our escape from the grave and our vic- 
tory over death. 

In his birth and in his life Christ was different from 
all other men, and this difference was just in order 
to the great eternal difference in his death. As he lived 
not for himself but for others, a vicarious life, so in 
an utterly unique way he died not for himself but 
for others. When he died, the whole human race died: 








376 


“One died for all, therefore all died” (not “then were 
ail dead,” as in the King James Version of 2 Cor. 
5:14). And the second fact that sets the death of 
Christ off by itself is that he rose again, in the same 
body that was laid in Joseph’s tomb, and with his res- 
urrection he carried with him from the grave the pledge 
of the life of every one who will accept the salvation 
purchased at infinite cost and offered freely to sinful 
men, 

There are two significant facts that mark the res- 
urrection of the Lord Jesus as different from the 
resurrection of any other human being. He was the 
first to break the power of death and to enter as a 
glorified hyman being into the presence of God. He 
is the forerunner cf our salvation, the firstborn of 
many brethren. (This great fact shows that resur-, 
rection means the resurrection of the body, not the 
continuance of the spirit in life after death.) The 
sinless one must of necessity be the first. And with- 
out the first, there could be no others. The second 
fact is that his body saw no corruption (as the bodies 
of sinful men who die will see as the bodies pass tem- 
porarily into the power of death and Satan), but his 
body rose with the marks of the wounds wherewith 
he was wounded for our transgressions. Our corrup- 
tion shall put on incorruption, with no marks of sin 
upon us. It is not ours dogmatically to say that these 
physical marks upon his blessed body will be visible 
forever, but it would seem that the evidence of the 
suffering of our Saviour will remain forever a token 
of the meaning of sin and the “so great salvation.” 

But what is the vital meaning for us of this third 
and completing fact? It has two messages, one con- 
cerning the future, the other concerning the present. 
Have you ever, in the quiet of your own most hidden 
thoughts, asked yourself, “Do I really know that I 
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shall live after death?” This is the unanswered ques- 
tion of human philosophy. And the only way such 
a question could be answered would be for one human 
being to die and return from that other, unseen world. 
This is what our Saviour has done, and the one assur- 
ance man can have of life after death is the personal 
knowledge of the One who was dead but is alive. 

‘The present message of the Resurrection is that 
which gives reality to the unseen future. If there be 
no reality of resurrection power in the present life 
here on earth, we have no assurance of any reality in 
a future Heaven. But the whole of salvation may be 
spelled “Union with Christ.” To this end God came 
in the flesh, to this end he died and rose again, To this 
end he sent the Holy Spirit, through whom we may 
now experience the resurrection power, which is naught 
else than present, personal fellowship with the resur- 
rected One,— union with the living Christ, 

But is the third fact the last fact? Do we not need 
to add the fact of his glorious coming again? That 
coming in glory is rather the compietion of the third 
fact. The resurrection of Christ carries with it both 
his ascension to glory and his return to receive his 
brethren, that we may with him be manifested in glory. 
This is our personally entering into the fullness of that 
redemption that was assured to us at the manger, was 
purchased for us at Calvary, and was sealed for us at 
Joseph’s tomb. 

We have spoken of three great fundamentals. Yet 
there is but one great rock foundation, even Himself, 
who became flesh, who died, who ros*, and who is com- 
ing again. Let us confess him, and rest in him, even 
as Simeon, when he took the child of forty days in his 
arms, and said out of the fullness of his heart: “Mine 
eyes have seen the salvation of the Lord.” 

Cotumsta, S. C, 








When Fulana Came 


An Arab woman who hungered and thirsted 
after righteousness 








to Jesus “By Night” 


By Eleanor T. Calverley, M.D. 








**Perhaps God is taking this way of asking The Sunday School Times family to put its shoulder under the 


burden of intercession for Arabia,’’ writes Mrs. Calverley in sending this article to the Times. 


‘Fulana’ means ‘a certain woman.’ 
friend and of others who need intercession will be sent to readers upon application. ’’ 


unwise to publish the real names of inquirers. 


“*It is theught 
The real name of this 


Many will remember Mr. and Mrs. Calverley for their gracious contribution to the helpfulness and interest of 


the 1922 Victorious Life Conference at Stony Brook, L. I. 


If God should lead you to have an intercessory part 


in their work, you may address them at Kuwait, Persian Gulf, Arabia. 


Nicodemus, who, as it were, comes to us “by 

night.” She is a woman of unusual strength 
of character, — quiet, intense, keenly intelligent, and 
very affectionate. ‘“Fulana,’ I said to her one day, 
“why is it that you are so fearful? Why must you 
come to us in secret?” 

“I am afraid,” she answered. “If my people knew 
I came they would be very angry, for they do not 
understand what kind of people you are, and” they 
hate you. Sometimes I fear I am being watched and 
I tremble to think what they might do to me if they 
saw me go into your houses!” 

“But, Fulana, couldn’t we come and call on your 
family? Perhaps we could make friends with them.” 

“Oh, no!” she entreated hastily. “I would not even 
tell you where I live, for if you should come they 
would insult you and I could not bear that.” 

“Who is it in your family that is so opposed to us?” 

“It is my mother-in-law. The others are not so 
bad but they dare not oppose her. She is very bit- 
ter in her hatred.” 

“Might it not be that she would some day need 
our medical advice and so be willing for us to go 
to her?” 

“No,” with a sigh, “she would never call you. You 
do not know her. She is hopeless.” 

_ “Well, I know this: that no one is hopeless so far 
‘as God is concerned, and I am going to pray that 
God will make her friendly for your sake.” 

“All right, but you do not realize how hard she is.” 

This conversation took place about five years ago. 
The months wore on. “Do you see any change in 
your mother-in-law?” we would ask our timid friend. 

“If anything, she is worse.” 

“Fust wait. God has promised to answer our prayers 
and we must keep on praying.” At heart we were 
not so confident as we sounded. Perhaps we had made 
a mistake. Was it not possible that we had asked in 
haste, without knowing God’s will? “But,” reason 
argued, “surely it cannot be His will for this woman 
to hate us so and keep our groping little friend away 
from the ‘ht which draws her so irresistibly.” 

Years » vd. A furlough came and went. We 
were back . \in at our post with Arab friends com- 
ing to bid u. welcome home. Last of all, a black 
shrouded figure waited her chance to greet us, se- 
cretly, where no Arab eye could see her. Before 
she went we had to ask the question foremost in our 
minds, although we shrank from hearing the inevi- 
table answer. 

“Tell us about your mother-in-law. Are our prayers 
answered yet?” 


Ws HAVE a wistful Arab friend, a feminine 


“Oh, no,” with a sad little shrug, “she is worse than 
ever, My position in the home is almost unbearable 
these days.” ‘ 

A friend asked us one time whether we kept a writ- 
ten record of our list for intercession with a place to 
register the answers when they come. We have such 
a list, but it is a very discouraging one. Answers to 
our prayers for our personal needs are numerous and 





Will You Help Send Scriptures 
to Flood Sufferers ? 


ROM a Red Cross welfare worker in the 

Mississippi flood regions comes an urgent 
appeal to the Scripture Gift Mission of Phila- 
delphia for copies of God’s Word to give out 
among the stricken flood sufferers. She had 
received Scriptures before from the Mission, 
and she writes again: 


“I am marooned here in high water. I 
am doing the welfare work in the Red 
Cross Camp at Delhi, Louisiana, and also 
in the town where more than five thousand 
people are marooned. I find the need of 
reading matter as never before. Please 
send some Gospels and Testaments.” 


For yet some weeks these refugees will be 
concentrated in emergency camps, with plenty 
of time on their hands for reading. Think of 
the heartache and despair as they await the 
subsidence of the waters and as they later go 
back to their ruined homes. Is not this a re- 
markable opportunity to sow the good seed of 
the Gospel in hungry hearts? 


That these destitute people “through patience 
and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope,” 
Gospels, Scripture portions, and Testaments are 
being sent, as funds will permit, by the Scrip- 
ture Gift Mission. Ten dollars will supply one 
hundred Gospels and thirty-five Testaments. 
Do you not want to have a part ii the harvest 
of blessing that will come as a-sure result of 
thus sowing the Word? 

Gifts may be sent to The Scripture Gift Mis- 
sion, Robert B. Haines, Jr., Secretary, 119 South 
Fourth Street, Philadelphia, designated for the 
Mississippi Refugee work. 
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wonderful, but it seems sometimes as though the great 
fortress of Islam were impregnable. Year after year 
goes by and we are still praying the same prayers, 
The list remains; it grows; but how few are the 
entries on the page for “Answers” to our intercession 
for Moslem souls! Fulana’s mother-in-law had her 
name on our list. We prayed week after week and 
year after year that her friendship might be won and 
that the way might be opened for Fulana to come 
openly and get the help for which she longed. 

It is often true that “where there’s a will. there’s a 
way.” Fulana found a way to see the missionaries no 
matter how fearful she was of possible consequences, 
She had loved all the ladies of our station since hen 
first acquaintance with them and there was not one 
of them who did not wish to help her. Like so many 
of our Moslem friends she cannot read. One of the 
ladies read to her in the evenings no matter how in- 
convenient the time when she stole through the dark- 
ness for an hour of Bible reading and prayer. 

Every Sunday afternoon a service for Moslems is 
held in the courtyard of a house rented by the Mis- 
sion. There is a rude pulpit at one end of the court- 
yard and before it sometimes as many as a hundred 
men and boys gather to hear the sermon. Ali along 
one side of the courtyard is a wide veranda. This 
is screened from the view of the men by a curtain, and 
behind this curtain sits the feminine portion of the 
congregation. When we ladies go and take our seats 
on the benches, or on the straw matting, or behind 
the organ, we look for the most closely veiled, most 
unobtrusive little figure among all those huddled black 
bundles, and when we find such a one it is almost sure 
to be “Fulana.” 

One Sunday, after the service, Fulana wanted more 
than the casual greeting which she usually prefers, 
and took us aside to tell of a need which had arisen 
in her family. Abdullah, her brother-in-law, was ill. 
Since Fulana had recently become a widow, this sick 
man was the only remaining son of the mother-in-law, 
and upon him the whole family depended for support. 
He had had a loathsome disease for months which 
kept him bedridden and gave him such suffering that 
the neighbors all around could hear his groans. The 
family had been trying all sorts of native remedies 
to heal his ulcers. Nothing had availed and Fulana 
now wanted some ointment from the Mission Hospital 
to see if that might be more effective than the other 
applications. : 

“Of course you may have some ointment,” we as- 
sured our friend, “but if he has been ill so long it is 
probable that his ulcers need more than ointment to 
cure them. Very likely he needs a course of intraven- 
ous injections.” 

It was perhaps a week after Fulana had taken the 
ointment to her brother-in-law that she appeared at 
the hospital one day with the amazing request that we 
come for a medical outcall to see Abdullah. There 
was no man doctor in the station at that time, so we 
had to go. It seemed like a dream that we were actu- 
ally entering the house whose whereabouts we had 
never before known. Yes, we were actually sitting 
beside the sick man, with his solicitous young wife 
hovering near and Fulana bringing the water and soap 
for our hands. The patient’s mother was conspicuous 
by her absence! 

There was little doubt as to the nature of Abdullah’s 
disease. A course of injection was prescribed, our 
advice accepted, and a few days later the treatment 
was begun, to be finished by the doctor in charge of 
the men’s hospital after his return from his holiday. 

To make a long story short, Abdullah got well. - His 
mother, who refused to see us at our first call, was 
prevailed upon to welcome us at our second visit. As 
we took her outstretched hand and looked into the 
wrinkled face, so full of bitterness, but, for the oc- 
casion relaxed into a smile, it seemed again as though 
we must be dreaming. As we left the house that day 
aiter a feast of tea and cakes in honor of our coming 
our hearts were filled with thanksgiving, for we knew 
that the prayers of five long years were being an- 
swered! 

“All these years I have been praying for this,” we 
told Fulana. 

“And so have I,” she said. 

Even after that experience it was hard for Fulana 
to be hopeful about Abdullah’s mother. Christmas 
came, and numerous Arab friends were making ap- 
pointments to pay us calls in our “feast time.” 

“Don’t you suppose,” we asked Fulana one morn- 
ing, “that if we invited your family to call some aft- 
ernoon your mother-in-law would come to our party 
and bring the other women of the household?” | 

“Never,” she replied sadly. “It would be lovely if 
she would, but she won't.” : 

“Tt wouldn’t hurt to ask her, would it?” __ 

“No, it wouldn’t do any harm, but she won’t come.” 

“Well, tell her that she is invited for next Thurs- 
day. Tell her we want to give her grandchild a doll, 
and that_we want her, herself, to share the happiness 
of our Christmas season.” : 

She came! None of us were sure what was going 
to happen till the very hour of the party. But at last, 
—no, our eyes were not deceiving us,—there she 
sat ynder the Christmas tree with the others of the 
family gathered near. The fire leaped on the hearth try- 
ing to add its warmth to the welcome of this unusual 
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Lesscn for July 3 
1 Samuel g to 11 


guest; but there was no warmth in the eyes of the older 
woman, True, she expressed her gratitude for the 


healing of her son and called down blessings from. 


Heaven upon our heads. There was a forced smile 
on her face, sometimes, but whenever she was not 
talking aloud her lips were moving in the silent repe- 
tition of pious words and phrases. Perhaps she hoped 
in this way to ward off possible evil influences in the 
“infidel’s” house, 

Poor, unhappy old woman! How that dark face 
might be changed if she would but open her heart to 
the light and love of the Saviour! 

“T had an awful time getting her to come,” explained 
Fulana afterward. “She wouldn’t give me an answer 
until the very last. Finally, she left the question of 
her coming to her husband’s judgment, and he told 
her ‘Yes, go.’” Little did he know the part he was 
playing in the answer to our prayers! 

It gave us a real shock, one day, to go into the dis- 
pensary and see “Fulana” sitting, unafraid, on a bench 
with other women patients, with her face uncovered. 
“Yes,” she answered with her usual tinge of pessimism, 
as we exclaimed with joy at her freedom, “Yes, they 
are very glad to have me come to you now because 
they want your medicines; but there is no telling 
how tong their approval will last.” 

“Fulana,” we asked, “can you stay for dispensary 
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prayers this morning and take your place openly 
among the women who listen to the teaching?” 

“Yes,” she answered with a radiant smile, “I can.” 
“Khatoon,” she continued after a minute, calling me 
by name, “have you seen the desert sand when it is 
parched and dry after the burning summer? Have 
you seen how eagerly it drinks the moisture when the 
rain comes down from heaven? That is the way my 
heart receives the teaching that you give me.” 

“Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after right- 
eousness: for they shall be filled.” Such apparent 
heart-hunger among our Moslem friends is most un- 
usual. Pride and satisfaction in being followers of 
Mohammed, “the last and greatest of the prophets,” 
seem to be the rule. Their part in friendship with 
Christians is one of gracious condescension. “Did 
not Allah create them as well as us?” they ask, in jus- 
tifying their association with those without the pale 
of their own religion. Fulana is different. She hun- 
gers and thirsts—and she is being filled. God is 
faithful; he will do his part. How difficult is the path 
before this little friend of ours! How full of dan- 
ger and of pain should she ever find the courage to 
confess his name! If this story raises up a band of 
intercessors from among those who want to help, it 
will not have gone out into the world in vain, 

Kuwait, ARABIA. 

















What the Monarchy Did for Israel 


Lesson help from The Cambridge Bible, for the new six months series of International Uniform Lessons, 
on Early Kings and Prophets of Israel, beginning July 3 
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To study the early kings and prophets of Israel merely as interesting characters in Jewish history is to miss the 
great purpose in the mind of the Holy Spirit when he moved the ‘‘holy men of old’* to write the Old Testament. 
Rather let us see behind the historic facts and personages God’s loving, but firm, dealing with Israel in prepara- 
tion for the fulfillment of his promise to Abraham that through his seed all nations of the earth should be blessed. 
The practical application of the next six months’ lessons is, as given by the International Sunday School Lesson 
Committee, ‘‘to promote personal and national righteousness, by a study of Israel’s early kings and prophets.’’ As 


a discerning introduction to the new series this chapter from ‘‘ The First Book of S: 


B.D. (The Macmillan Company, $1.60), is given. 


amuel,’’ by A. F. Kirkpatrick 


The book is one of the volumes of the well-known **Cam- 


bridge Bible for Schools and Colleges. ’’ 


tories (1) in its subject, because it is the history 

of the special training and discipline of God's 
chosen people; (2) in its method, because it is a his- 
tory of facts as God sees them referred to their true 
center in him, explained by his dealings with men, 
and his workings within them: or, in other words, its 
writers were inspired by God the Holy Ghost to dis- 
cern the true significance of events, and to relate such 
parts of the national history as should truly set forth 
the gradual evolution of God’s purpose toward his 
people, 

The Old Testament is the history of a dispensation 
that was partial, progressive, preparatory. It can 
only be rightly understood in view of the great fact 
to which it looked forward. It must be studied as 
the record of the divine preparation for the incar- 
nation of the Son of God, which is the central event 
of the world’s history, the hope of all humanity, the 
final revelation of God to the world. It does not 
simply contain prophecies of Christ: it is from first 
to last a prophecy of him. * 

This preparation included three main elements, which 
must be carefully traced in each successive epoch of 
Jewish history: (1) the discipline and training of 
the chosen nation of Israel that it might be the 
home to which, in “the fulness of the times,” God 
might send his Son (Gal. 4:4), and the instrument 
by which the knowledge of God might be communicated 
to the world at large; (2) the gradual development 
under the various types of Priest, Propbet, and King, 
of the expectation of a Deliverer who should unite 
in himself all these offices, and be at once a Mediator, 
a Teacher, a Monarch; (g) God’s progressive revela- 
tion of himself, “in many parts and in many fashions” 
(Heb. 1:1), that men might at length be enabled to 
recognize “the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6). 

The book of Samuel is the record of a most critical 
epoch in the training of the nation of Israel. To un- 
derstand its significance a brief survey of theiz whole 
history is necessary. . . 

Three great periods must be distinguished in the 
history of Israel, —-the Theocracy, the Monarchy, the 
Hierarchy, corresponding in some degree to the three 
divisions of the Old Testament, — the Law, the Proph- 
ets, the Writings. 


The Theocracy.—The history of the Jewish nation 
begins with Abraham, the friend of God, the father 
of the faithful, the ancestor of all nations that have 
held a monotheistic belief practically. With him and 
with his family was made the first covenant of prom- 
ise. In Egypt the family became a nation. The stern 
discipline of toil and suffering in the presence of 
their common enemy bound them together. The great 
signs and wonders of the Exodus declared their high 
destiny. At Sinai the covenant made with their fore- 
fathers was renewed, confirmed, and amplified: to. the 


Tes Old Testament differs from ordinary his- 


. . 


nation. The Law was given as a schoolmaster for 
the childhood of the new-born nation, a kind of ex- 
ternal conscience to train it to obedience. The Is- 
raelites entered Canaan, and the first part of the 
promise to Abraham was fulfilled, ; 

But for a long time the nation seemed to make no 
progress. The period that intervened between the 
entry into Canaan and the life of Samuel was a time 
of anarchy and apostasy. The book of Judges is a 
record of two centuries of national disintegration and 
religious declension. It was necessary, humanly speak- 
ing, in order that they might learn their weakness. 
They were unable as yet to bear the pure theocracy, 
the direct government of God without the interven- 
tion of an earthly ruler. Some visible bond must be 
found to unite into a solid mass the scattered tribes 
that could not as yet be firmly bound together into 
one by the invisible tie of a common allegiance to 
Jehovah. Material and political means must prepare 
the way for the spiritual and religious end. Otherwise 
the nation must cease to exist, ground to pieces be- 
tween the enemies that surrounded it on all sides. In 
order to make solid advance, retrogression was in- 
evitable, 

At this critical juncture God raised up Samuel, 
a prophet second only to Moses, to guide the nation 
through this crisis in its existence, and effect the tran- 
sition to the second stage of its education. 

The Monarchy.—The sovereignty of a visible mon- 
arch was a declension from the ideal of the theocracy. 
Yet a king might have been given by God in his own 
time as a necessary factor in the training of the nation, 
But the demand for a king, as made by the Israelites 
at this period, was the direct outcome of faithlessness. 
It was a defection from God. Nevertheless the re- 
quest was granted. God first gave them a king ac- 
cording to their own ideal that bitter experience might 
teach them lessons they would not otherwise learn; 
and then a king after his own heart, a true represen- 
tative of the kingdom of God. In his hands such a 
monarchy, as we may conceive might have been asked 
for without sin, fulfilled important purposes by con- 
solidating the scattered tribes into a body strong 
enough to maintain its independence, thus saving the 
nation from destruction, and preserving it to fulfill 
its great destiny of blessing to the world. 


The Hierarchy.—At length the hierarchy took the 
place of the monarchy and resumed the ideal of the- 
ocracy. When the kingdom fell, and the discipline 
of the captivity had done its work, the unity of a 
church succeeded to the unity of a nation. The voice 
of prophecy ceased. In the absence of new revelations, 
the people pondered on the past, till at length the time 
was fulfilled, and the kingdom of God came. 


In what respects did the period we have to study 
contribute to the formation and development of thé 
Messianic expectation? The law with its elaborate 
ritual of sacrifice had pointed forward to One who 


should be at once Priest and Victim, and make atone- 
ment for the sin of man. Now the kingdom turned 
the national thoughts to the hope of a King who 
should reign in righteousness, and “have dominion 
from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends 
of the earth” (Psa. 72:8). The kingdom of David 
and Solomon was a type of the kingdom of that Son 
of David to whom, in the fullness of time, was given, 
in a spiritual reality, the throne of his father David. 
It is in the book of Samuel that the title of Messiah, 
the Lord’s Anointed, the Christ, is first applied to the 
king, whose visible majesty kindled prophetic hopes 
of a glorious future. 

It remains to inquire how God’s revelation of him- 
self was carried forward in this period. 

One result of the establishment of the kingdom was 
the building of the Temple. As the king was a vis- 
ible representative of the divine government, so a 
centralized sanctuary testified to the unity of him 
whom Israel worshiped, and both combined to pre- 
sent spiritual ideas in a fixed and definite shape. Mono- 
theism was not, as has sometimes been wrongly said, 
an instinct of the Semitic races. The repeated idol- 
atries of the Jewish nation prove the contrary. Only 
through long discipline and with constant relapses was 
the lesson learned. The period of the monarchy taught 
this truth in a visible and material manner, and, when 
once learned, it was aiterward spirity~iized by the 
destruction of the visible monarchy afid the discipline 
of the captivity. 

Closely connected with the establishment of the 
monarchy was the institution of the prophetic order. 
This was Samuel's second great legacy to his nation. By 
the agency of the prophets the will of Jehovah was 
made known to men;-new revelations of his char- 
acter and his claims were communicated; the spiritual 
meaning of the Law was interpreted. 

In this period was deepened the consciousness of 
the individual’s personal relation to God. The inti- 
mate communing with him in prayer and praise, which 
is characteristic of the Psalms of David, marks a new 
advance in the relation of man to God. Now was 
laid the foundation of that Psalter in which, for all 
succeeding time, men have found the expression and 
the echo of their deepest thoughts and highest 
aspirations. 


To sum up briefly, the monarchy preserved the ex- 
istence of the nation, foreshadowed the kingdom of 
the Messiah, witnessed to the reality of the divine 
government. At the same time prophecy and psalmody 
interpreted the past, spiritualized the present, stimu- 
lated hope for the future. 


we 


The Sunday School Times Books 
and Charts on the New Lessons 


¢¢ A NALYTICAL Outlines of the Old Testament” ($1.25, 
. postage 10 cents), by Margaretta M. Haig, will be 
helpful during the entire six months’ series of Inter- 
national Uniform Lessons on Early Kings and Prophets of 
Israel. It has been designed “‘to supply the need of large 
numbers of conscientious, devoted, faithful students and 
teachers, whose limited opportunities and time forbid the 
more thorough research necessary in teaching the Old 
Testament.” By a series of simple, tive, ise 
yet comprehensive outlines, it gives all the essentials for 
such study. A particularly valuable feature is the follow- 
ing through of the black thread of ruin, the scarlet thread 
of redemption, and the golden thread of regeneration. By 
a series of charts (including a particularly valuable one cn 
the Divided Kingdom), maps, analyses of the Bible books, 
outhines of Bible periods, and inclusion of dates at all 
points, the historical and geographical aspects of the study 
are thoroughly covered. The book is designed to be useful 
for teacher-training classes. ‘Consisting of only about one 
hundred and fifty pages, it is a hand-book that has gath- 
ered the largest amount of material in a limited compass. 

Byington’s pocket “Chart of Jewish National History” 
(25 cents, postage 2 cents; $2.50 a dozen, postage 20 cents) 
will prove a particularly handy tool in giving a compre- 
hensive view of the history of the period and many teachers 
will find it worth while to furnish each pupil with an in- 
dividual copy. The chart, bound in durable covers, con- 
sists of but a single sheet, in colors, but on this single 
sheet are given the principal dates, a realistic line begin- 
ning with Abraham, and showing the history and wander- 
ings of the chosen people up to the time of Paul, kings 
and leaders in every period, historical place of the books 
of the Bible, and peoples that conquered Israel and Judah. 

Particularly valuable for the seven lessons in the life of 
David is “The Many-Sided David,” by Philip E. Howard 
($1.15, postage 10 cents), a beautiful volume of 145 pages, on 
thin paper and in handy pocket size, ially designed 
for class study as well as personal devotional use. 

“Men Who Dared,” by Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, con- 
tains eighteen studies of Old Testament characters that 
will prove especially appealing and inspiring to boys and 
young men. Included are chapters on David, Jonathan, 
Solomon, Elijah, and Elisha. Teachers’ edition, cloth 98 
cents, paper 65 cents, postage 7 cents. Students’ edition, 
1S cents, $1.5@ per dozen, postage 1@ percent additional. 

In connection with the lessons on the prophets real help 
can be had from “What Do the Prophets Say?” ($1.25, post- 
age 10 cents) by Dr. C. I. Scofield; and “The Kingdom in 
History and Prophecy” ($1, postage 10 cents), by Lewis 
Sperry Chafer. 

All these books may be Ordered from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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LESSON I. 


JULY 3. SAUL CHOSEN KING 
International Uniform Lesson.—I Samuel 9 to H 
Golden Text.—What doth Jehovah require of thee, but to do justly, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with thy God ?—Mic. 6:8 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 


F POSSIBLE, before giving this lesson, read the 
] chapter on The Hero as King in Carlyle’s “Heroes 

and Hero Worship.” “King” is there derived from 
(1) the root of “ken” or “cunning,” the wise man, 
and (2) the root of “can,” the sirong man. Consider 
how far Saul fulfilled and failed in these qualities. 
Contrast him with God’s ideal King, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


The Historical Setting 


Nothing is said in the Bible directly as to the chron- 
vlogy of Saul’s reign. A simple process of addition, 
however, shows that he began to reign 510 years after 
the Exodus. On the relationship of this computation 
to the 480 years of 1 Kings 6:1 the teacher should con- 
suit Anstey’s “Romance of Bible Chronology.” Anstey 
contends that the Exodus took place in the year 1530 
B. C. If this is correct, Saul’s reign commenced in 
1020 B. C. So far as synchronism with secular his- 
tery is concerned we may note that the date usually 
assigned to the capture of Troy is 1184 B. C. But 
that is, of course, conjectural. So far nothing is 
known of contemporaneous events in any other of the 
great kingédems of the world to set alongside the his- 
tory of Saul. 

Saul’s reign covers a period of great importance in 
the history of Israel. It marked the first considerable 
step toward ending the anarchy of the judges’ period 
and consolidating the national organization. The spir- 
itual significance of the history lies in this, that the 
people had come to feel their position of servitude in- 
tolerable, yet were not ready to accept God’s way of de- 
liverance and enrichment through repentance and faith. 
God had been seeking to teach the people all through 
the judges’ period that “the way of transgressors is 
hard” (Prov. 13:15). He would have taught them the 
further lesson, “When a man’s ways please the Lord, 
he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him” 
(Prov. 16:7). This second lesson they failed to learn. 

This failure explains the eighty years of bloody 
and often doubtful struggle that eventually issued in 
the brief glories of Solomon’s reign. The national 
unity and prosperity that God could and would have 
given them richly to enjoy the unrepentant nation won 
painfully for itself, only to lose it again almost at once. 


Verse by Verse 


1 Samuel 10:17.—Mizpah. Where Samuel had 
brought the people to repentance and gained the vic- 
tory over the Philistines (7:5). 

Verse 18.—God would make a last appeal, through 
Samuel, to the conscience of the people. There are 
two or three notable instances in the history in which 
God granted the prayers of his people with reluctance 
and the boon sought became a bane (cf. Psa. 106: 15). 

Verse 19.—Present yourselves. Samuel had already 
anointed Saul as king in private (10:1). But now 
he is to be revealed in the presence of the whole na- 
tion as the one chosen by divine lot. The nation had 
sinned in desiring a king, but the king was, neverthe- 
less, God’s gift to them. It is an illustration on the 
broad scale of national life, that, within certain limits, 
God himself will give way to human self-will. They 
desired. God gave. But he gave reluctantly for it 
was a fatal gift. And to the very last he sought to 
overcome the people’s infatuation. He appeals to. them 
this last time through Samuel's recital of all that 
Jehovah had done for them down to that hour. So 
he would seek still to woo Israel back to himself. In 
similar fashion a thousand years later Christ gave 
the sop to the betrayer, a special token of friendship, 
seeking to save even Judas at the last moment in 
spite of himself. 


Verse 20—Was taken. Probably by the judgment 
of the Urim and Thummim (cf. Exod. 28: 15- 30; Lev. 
8:8; Num. 27:21; 1 Sam. 23:9). 

Verse 22.—Hath hid himself. The motive is uncer- 
tain. It may have been modesty, or the desire to: avoid 


2 summons that involved, as might easily be recognized, 


so much of self-sacrifice and suffering. 


Verse 23—Higher than any of the people. The 


qualities exhibited in Saul were just those that the 
people would appreciate. What Israel desired was a 
rough fighter with physical strength. 
or intelectual qualities they did not care. God gave 
them the sort of king that appealed to their ideas. 
The hero is a sure index to the character of the peo- 
ple who make a hero of him. 

Verse 25.—The manner of the kingdom. The word 
means judgment, justice, custom, or right. It was 


About moral’ 


_tion be accomplished. 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 119 : 1-8. 
Primary Topic : Saul Becomes a King. 
Lesson Material: x Samuel 3: 2385 to 10: 
Memory Verse: ‘Thou shalt keep the Se. of 
ehevah thy God, to walk im his ways.—Deut. 8 
Junior Topic: Saul, the First King of Israel. 


Memory Verse : : Micah 6:8. 
Intermediate and Sen ey oe te Life Service. 
Topic Ls Yiue P Possle-cad Adults: Oppertunities for Leader- 
Pp. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson nn for printing in the lesson helps is 
217°25; 31 2 12-15 


17 And Samuel called the people tegether unte Jehovah 
te Mizpah; 18 and he said unte the children of Israel, Thus 
saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, 1 brought up Israel out 
of Egypt, and I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyp- 
tians, and out of the hand of all the kingdoms that op- 
pressed you: 19 but ye have this day rejected your God, 
who himself saveth you out of all your calamities and your 
distresses; and ye have said unto him, Nay, but set a king 
over us. Now therefore present yourselves before Jehovah 
by your tribes, and by your thousands. 20 Se Samuel 
brought all the tribes ef Israel near, and the tribe of Ben- 
jamin was taken. 21 And he brought the tribe of Benjamin 
near by their families; and the family of the Matrites was 
taken; and Saul the son of Kish was taken: but when 
they seught him, he could not be found. 22 Therefore 
they asked of Jehovah further, ‘Is there yet a man to 
come hither? And Jehovah answered, Behold, he hath 
hid himself among the baggage. 23 And they ran and 
fetched him thence; and when he stood among the 
people, he was higher than any of the people from his 
shoulders and upward. 24 And Samuel said te alt the people, 
See ye him whem Jehovah hath chosen, that there is nene 
like him among all the people? And alk the people shouted, 
and said, Long live the king. 


25 Then Samuel told the people the manner of the king- 
dom, and wrote it in 2a book, and laid it up before Jehevah. 


And Samuel sent all the people away, every man to his 
house. 


31:12 And the people said unto Samuel, Who is he that 
said, Shall Saul reign over us? bring the men, that we 
may put them to death. 13 And Saul said, There shall not 
a man be put te death this day; for to-day Jehovah hath 
wrought ° deliverance in Israel. 

14 Then said Samuel to the people, Come, and let us go 
to Gilgal, and renew the kingdom there. 15 And all the 
people went to Gilgal; and there they made Saul king be- 
fore Jehovah in Gilgal; and there they offered sacrifices of 
peace-offerings hefore Jehovah; and there Saul and all the 
men of Israel rejoiced greatly. 


2Or, Is the man yet come hither? %2Or, the. ®Heb., 
salvation. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








probably a constitution designed to limit the mischief 
that the kingship of such a one as Saul would inflict. 

Chapter 11:12.—Who is he? Evidently Saul’s ac- 
ceptance by the people was not unanimous. After the 
success at Jabesh-gilead the malcontents formed but 
a small party. Perhaps they had had a candidate of 
their own. But now Saul was God’s appointed man 


and every true follower of Jehovah must be a king’s 
man, 


Verse 13.—Saul said. Saul’s was the kind of char- 
acter that is at its best in prosperity. Testing or 
hardness he could not well endure. But in this first 
flush of victory there is something quite charming in 
his magnanimity. God knew the weakness of the man, 
And so the beginnings of things for him were crowned 
with success. Later there was a marked change in 
his attitude to his opponents or to those who in any way 
incurred his displeasure (14:44; 18:25). 


Verse 15.—They made Saul king. For this double 
investiture compare the case of William the Con- 
queror. After his successful invasion of the Seuth 
of England he received the crown at Berkhamsted in 
Hertfordshire. Later on in the same year. 1066 he 
marched into London and was crowned afresh in the 
capital. It must be remembered that in the days of 
Saul Israel had no capital city. Jerusalem was not 
occupied by them for another fifty years. The further 
ceremony took place at Gilgal. This was a place of 
importance for the national history ever since the first 
invasion of Palestine (Josh. 5:9). The further coro- 
nation there was calculated to awaken the dying em- 
bers of national life and feeling. This was necessary 
if the people were to be aroused from the pusillanimous 
acquiescence in Philistine domination into which they 
had fallen. 

And only so could God’s great purposes for the na- 
The ceremony at Gilgal evi- 
dently partook of a distinctly religious character. We 
may read into it a fresh and noble attenipt on Samnuel’s 
part to awaken the people to a sense of God’s nearness 
and goodness to them. 


Lesson Material: 2 Samuel 8. 15 to 10; 24. - 


Peace-offerings. Read Leviticus 3 carefully. The 
distinctive feature of the peace-offering was that the 
worshiper. and the priest and the Lord all had a share 
in the sacrifice. A memorial was burnt on the altar, 
symbolizing God’s share. The priest partook of cer- 
tain allotted portions, while the offerer and his friends 
feasted on the rest. The peace-offering thus typifies 
communion. First, it speaks of the communion of 
the Lerd Jesus with his Father. Secondly, it speaks 
of the communion of redeemed man with God. And 
thirdly, it suggests the communion of men with one 
another in the unity of the Spirit. The peace-offering 
in the old dispensation answers to the Lord’s Supper in 
the new. 

Furthermore, as peace between a guilty sinner and 
a holy God can be based only upon atonement, notice 
the recurrence in the order of the offering of some 
of the ritual connected with the burnt and sin-offerings. 
In each case the offerer was to lay his hand upon the 


head of the victim, thus formally identifying himself_ 


with it. We may be sure that Samuel would seek to 
use this opportunity to the utmost. For the time a 
real impression seems to have been made upon the 
mind of the king and also upon his people. There 
Saut and all the men of Israel rejotced greatly. 
A: Lesson Outline 
. God's pleading 
Ged’s patience 
God’s purpose, modified by man’s unbelief, yet un- 
alterable. 
2. Nation’s self-wilt 
Nation’s ideals. 
3: Saul’s calt 
Saul’s qualities 
Saul’s opportunity to make good. Day of pros- 
perity. 
Golden. Fopics- 


The use and meaning of history. 

Every effect has a Cause. We live in an orderly 
universe. The law is, “Whatsoever a man [or a na- 
tion} soweth, that shall he also reap” (Gal. 6:7). 

History is like a magnifying glass. It enables us 
to see on a large scale the results of sin and goodness 
respectively in human life. 

The granting of a self-willed request is no sign of 
Ged’s favor, nor the withholding of an answer neces- 
sarily a sign of disfavor. 

The moral values that make true greatness of soul. 
Saul had a big position but a little heart. “He that 


_is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that 


ruleth his spirit, than he that taketh a city” (Prov. 
16: 32). 


The Practical Aim 


To impress upon the pupils that every opportunity 
implies a responsibility. 


Tunsrince WELLS, Enc. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method ef providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as | set in the following issue? 


HAT reason did the people give for wanting a 
king? 
2. What is the distinction between the occasion and the 
cause of Israel’s request for a king? 
3. What prevalent sin, in the times of Israel’s judges, 
is still prevalent and powerful in our own time? 
4. What did Samuel do about this willful wish of the 
people to have a king to judge them like all the nations? 
5. To what prayer is this one of the Israelites in marked 
contrast? See 1 Samuel 8: 21. 
6. Which verse in the lesson shows how closely Samuel 
walked with God? 


7. Since it was contrary to God’s egpressed will for his 
people to have a king, why did God bid Samuel to choose 
and crown them one? 


8. What was Samuel’s final counsel, after God granted 
their willful prayer? 

9. What kind of king did God give them? 

zo. At what places was Saul given recognition as king? 


11. What indication was there in the choice of Saul that 
his line would not be perpetuated? 


12. What characteristics did Saul have that indicated fit- 
ness’ for the high office to which he was chosen? 


13. What crowning quality was bestowed upon him? 


A. 


Lesson for July $ 
1 Samuel.g to 1: 


iaq% What was Saul’s first duty as a king? 


1s. What was the canker worm that gnawed his vitals 
and wrought his downfall? 


-16, What was the penalty visited upon Saul? 


Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


we 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D.. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue PrincipLE oF THoucHt StTIMULUS.— 
Stimulate thinking and research by setting a 
problem for the class to solve. 











NE of the questions that might be asked the class 

to be answered without going outside the chap- 
ters set for the lesson is: What kind of man was 
Saul at the time when he was chosen king? It might 
be maintained that he was physically large and strong, 
courageous, modest and humble in spirit, forgiving in 
disposition, considerate of others; reverent toward God, 
able to keep his own counsel, energetic in action. A 
simpler problem for younger pupils might be the 
discovery in the record of any incidents in his career 
that would justify such a list of characteristics, which 
of course are not set in the order that the record 
itself would reveal. 

Another related problem concerns the character of 
Samuel as revealed.in the lesson chapters. It is not 
to be overlooked that in obeying the Lord’s direction 
‘im regard to Saul he is setting aside his own family 
tfrom the rulership of Israel. Is there any indication 
of displeasure on the part of Samuel in these chap- 
ters? Would the answer be the same if you were 
, to include chapter eight? Would it be proper to say 
‘that the people of Israel chose Saul as king? -In what 
sense could this be said? Because God was displeased 
with the request must we conclude that there was no 
justification in the plea of the people for a king? 

A question that will involve most of the story of the 
lesson in its completeness would be this: Can-you in- 
dicate the circumstances of the different recognitions 
that were given to Saul to establish him in the king- 
ship? A minor problem involves the question: Why, 
with the popular desire for a. king and with Saul’s 
evident qualifications, was there any opposition to him? 

Huntrnopon, Pa. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 
We Americans.—Ye have this day rejected your 


- God. (v. 19). And a sad day it-was, just as wise old 
- Samuel told them it would be (1 Sam. 8: 11-19). You 


never can tell the smart ones anything. They always 
have something “a great deal better” they want to try 
out in spite of God, man, or Beelzebub. The “reform” 
road is lined with wrecks. The “reformers” did not 


‘know and no one could tell them anything, and so 


well-intentioned efforts made a mess of it. Countless 
religious “improvements.” A certain place is said 
to be paved with good intentions. For an exhibit in 
the case turn to the history of many an American 
city. After a “reform administration” the city often 
swings back with hand in air and the slogan, “Never 
again!” The living Hebrews had never known any- 
thing about courts and kingly ways from the inside. 
If they saw royalty they saw it on dress parade and 
not when royalty had its “doo-dads” off. Royalty 
looked good to them across the river and over the 
mountains and behind the desert. “Distance,” then as 
now, “lends enchantment to the view.” Some of the 
most interesting and illuminating reading are memoirs 
of courts. “Life of Queen Victoria,” by Strachy, is 
a treat, also his “Diary.” And her “Letters.” What 
a story Russia has to tell. When you turn down God’s 
way for you, you turn down God. “Father wanted 
me to go to college and get an education, but I was 
so awful smart I knew more than dad—and now 
here I am handicapped among college men,” is. a fre- 
guent whine from some fellow who sees the chap with 
the degree promoted over him, even though Mr. Civil 
Engineer or Mr. Mechanical Engineer is not really as 
_able. God wants to confer a “degree” upon every 
fellow. Can we Bible Class Samuels tell, you any- 
thing —or are you one of those “practical” fellows 
who are “not worryin’”? Israel’s kings, with an ex- 
ception or two, were ropes around her neck which 
eventually hung her up in Babylon. 


Size.—He was higher than any of the people from 
his shoulders and upward (v. 23). The world has 
long ceased valuing men like city property and fat 
cattle — by. the foot_and_ by the pound. Some one has 
written: an essay. upon. the: accomplishments of the lit- 
tle fellow. Alexander the Great, Julius Caesar, Na- 
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poleon, and Grant were named among the soldiers. 
Richelieu, Pitt, and Lloyd George for the statesmen. 
And a lot more I have forgotten. But beside George 
Washington, Andrew Jackson, Bismarck, Gladstone, 
Lincoln, and Tom Reed the big fellows do not show 
up prominently in the essay. “Good goods come in 
small packages.” Sometimes they do and sometimes 
they don’t. Many a. fellow has carried a bogus jewel 
in his vest pocket and milady’s next fall hat will re- 
quire a big band box! That is to say, you can’t judge 
anything animate or inanimate by its size alone (Prov. 
30:.24-28). ‘That big manufacturing plant spreading 
itself over much territory may be really bankrupt, 
while that modest factory nestling next door under 
the big plant’s shadow may be a little money maker. 
The bankers, merchants, and professional men all kow- 
tow to the swelling president of the great A. B. C. 
Company with its army of work people, while the lit- 
tle X. Y. Z. Company is put down among the common 
herd. I am in Rochester, N. Y., with my friend Hub- 
bell to dedicate his new Bible class building. He is 
showing me the city. We passed the great Eastman 
Kodak plant of which he is an official When Mr. 
Eastman was making his dry plates in a small way 
in a small shop there were widespreading factories in 
town which the bankers could see! We passed one 
of them. It was shut up. On it was the sign “For 
Sale.” As one of the bankers said, “We bet on the 
wrong horse.’ The moral is this: Never: let mere 
bigness fool you as it did Israel. Even to this day 
the Jew is impressed by bigness — not saying Gentiles 
are not. Quality, not quantity. You will understand 
what is in the Corner’s mind when you remember that 
after the failure of the man-chosen “big” fellow we 
have the tremendous success of the God-chosen “it- 
tle’ fellow. Study the little fellow. Watch him, 
Help him. He may turn out to be the real “big fellow.” 


Keeping at It.—Saul said, There shall not. a man 
be put to death this day (11:13). Saul started in the 
right direction, but his route changed, judging from 
the bloodshed that came afterward. There. is no greater 
or more valuable principle- of life to insure happiness 
and success than that laid down by the Master, “Love 
your enemies.” I heard a steel worker say. the other 
day, “You can’t make a Jew mad. Drive him out of 
your office today and he is back again tomorrow with a 
bigger bargain.” That is to say, a Jew never cuts off 
his nose to spite his: face. He succeeds in business be- 
cause he is not vindictive. Never “has it in” for any- 
one, is always polite, and does everything in reason. to 
please his customers. Lots of Gentile business men 
we all know would, profit by taking a leaf out of the 
book of our Hebrew brother! When Saul refused 
to kill the men who would not vote for him he was ex- 
hibiting the instinct of. his, race. Had not had time 
yet to dull it. The genius of the Christian religion. is 
embodied in the Sermon on the Mount, and in that 
part of the sermon where it mentions’ “the. other” 
cheek, the second: mile, “thy cloak also.” Paul sings 
to the same music in 1 Corinthians 13. The career of 
the “sword man,” the hitter-back, is never one to be 
envied. When -he makes a financial success it usually 
turns to disappointment and ashes in the end. Indeed, 
it often comes to the end with no real friends. He 
winds up with nothing but money (Eccles. 6:2, 7). 
Yesterday here in Rochester I saw nearly a thousand 
men including the Mayor, officials of the city, and 
leading citizens-leap to their feet to honor the man 
who for thirty odd years has taught the Hubbell Bible 
Class. The Hon. Walter S. Hubbell is one of the lead- 
ing lawyers of the State of New York. Has, sat in 
her legislative halls and has had other honors. But 
there among his great class of Rochester men he gets 
something much more than mere honor. He gets love. 
When the time is up and the three score and ten has 
come and gone and the man is living along toward 
the fourscore on borrowed time, happy indeed is that 
man, thrice blessed is that man, who finds himself in 
the sunset days sweetly cradled in the love of the peo- 
ple among whom he has lived the long years. Blessed 
is the man who never lets go, who never lets down, who 
never “lets up”! Poor Saul let go and let down, 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had: from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1, July 3.—Saul Chosen King .../...........1 Samuel 9 to 11 
2. July 10—Samuel’s Farewell ....ccseseeeecess 1 Samuel 12 
3 July 17—Samuel Anoints David ......1 Samuel 16: 1-13 
4. July 24.—David and Goliath ............eeeeee 1 Samuel 17 
§. July 31.—David and Jonathan ...... 1 Samuel 18 : 1-4; 
1923-73 20:1-42; 23: 15-18; 2 Samuel 1 : 17-27 
6. August 7.—David Spares Saul .............. 1 Samuel 26 


7. August 14.—David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem 
2 Samuel 2: 1-4; 5 :1-53; 6:1-15; Psalm 24 
8 August 21.—God’s Promise to David ...1 Chronicles 17 
9. August 28.—Nathan Leads David to Repentance 
2 Samuel 11:1 to 12:28 
10. September 4.—Solomon’s Wise Choice. ..1 Kings 3 : 4-1§ 
11. September 11.—Solomon. Dedicates the Temple.1 Kings 8 
12. September 18.—The Kingdom Divided ...1 Kings 12 : 1-24 
13. September 25.—-Review: The Early Kings of Israel 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School. Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
indicated in the lesson list after the 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
epecially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


Were They “Crazy’??—And ye have this day re- 
jected your God, who himself saved you out of all 
your adversities and your tribulations (1 Sam. 10: 19). 
Some friends of ours were living in Florida at the 
time of the hurricane that recently swept the southern 
part of that State. They came through alive and 
unhurt, and later wrote us: “All night long the storm 
raged: about us, and it was terrible to hear the crash 
of breaking glass and falling timber, never knowing 
at what instant our own house might go. We finally 
got down on our knees and told the Lord th.t if he 
would only keep us safe, we would faithfully serve 
him ever after.” The hurricane is forgotten now, 
and our friends have gone back to their old habits 
of worldliness and pleasure seeking. Their last let- 
ter to us contained a. shamefaced reference to the 
“crazy things they may have said. under. great emo- 
tional stress."—Sent by L. K. Schley. Prize illustrae 
tion, 


Branded In.—Ye have this day rejected your God: 
(10:19). It is said that there were those in France 
who so hated religion that they had tattooed upon their 
arms. the letters spelling “Against God.’ Terrible 
as this may seem, there are those, professedly good 
people, too, whose lives proclaim the same thing.— 
Sent: by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Rejecting: God’s Love.—And ye have this day re- 
jected your God (10:19). One morning I wanted to 
feed: the birds. It was gray and cold, and the ground 
was cevered with snow. I stepped out on the porch 
and flung them handfuls of crumbs, and called to 
them. No, there: they sat, cold, hungry, and afraid. 
They. did not trust me. As I sat and watched and 
waited, it seemed to me I could get God’s viewpuint 
more clearly than ever before. He. offers, plans, 
watches, waits, hopes, longs for all things for our 
good. But: he has to watch and wait, as I did for my 
timid: friends —From Aline Van O. Trumbull, in The. 
Sunday. School Times. Sent: by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, 
Surrey, Eng. 


Are We Holy?—What doth Jehovah require of 
thee, but to.do justly, and to love kindness? (Golden 
Text.) An old clergyman once leaned over his pulpit 
and said to his flock: “If you are not very kind’ you 
are not very holy.” I believe the old man was right. 
Loving-kindness is a mark of holiness. I have a good: 
deal of sympathy. with that prayer of a little child so 
often quoted: “O Lord, make the bad people good, 
and the good people nice.” That is the proof of our 
Christianity—From the Moody Bible Institute Monthly. 
Sent by H. J. McCay, Ballston Spa, N. Y. 


Recklessly Dislocated.—To walk humbly with thy 
God (Golden Text). It is as reckless to permit an 
arm to remain dislocated from its socket, or a planet 
to go flying out of its orbit, as for a human being to 
go through life on a plan contrary to God’s plan or 
will for him.—From a sermon by the Rev. J. Wilbur 
Chapman, delivered at Chautauqua, N. Y. Sent by 
Julia F. Deane, Elburn, Ill. 


The Letters in Holy.—To walk humbly with thy 
God (Golden Text). An evangelist says: “I was 
speaking at a meeting in Dublin one Sunday morning, 
and I took for my subject the word ‘Holy.’ I took 
each letter separately, and attached to each a short 
sentence: To be ‘holy’ is to be ‘happy’; to be ‘holy’ 
is to be ‘obedient’; to be ‘holy’ is to be ‘lowly’; to be 
‘holy’ is to. be ‘yielding.’ I spoke on these four words: 
‘happy,’ ‘obedient,’ ‘lowly,’ and ‘yielding,’ and especially 
on the one ‘lowly,’ as this is often a very hard lesson 
for a Christian to learn. <A distinguished’ lady was 
there, and after the meeting she came up to me: and 
said, ‘You have been severely criticized this morning.’ 
I replied that I did not mind criticism. ‘It is the word 
“lowly” that seems to have touched the people. One 
lady spoke to me just now, and said, “I do wish I had 
not heard that address, or that the preacher had stop- 
ped at the second letter; but that word ‘lowly,’ I do 
not think I shall ever forget it right through the rest 
of my life.”’ Yet it is true!”’—From the Christian 
Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


The Unknown King.—To walk humbly with thy 
God (Golden Text). One incident illustrating King 
Albert’s entirely unostentatious manner is interesting. 
We are told that he was making a purchase in a store 
in London, and the clerk waiting upon him had no 
idea who he was. After the king had chosen the 
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article, hé asked it to be sent to his ad- 
dress, and the clerk asked: ‘What 
name?” “Albert.” “Albert what?” asked 
the clerk. “King,” was the reply, and 
when the purchase arrived it was ad- 
dressed to “Albert King, Esquire,” and 
the clerk does not know to this day that 
he waited on a king.—Sent by the Rev. 
Charles W. Anderson, Charleston, Ark. 


Christ and Napoleon.—T7o0 walk hum- 
bly (Golden Text). Humility always 
seeks great things, but never for itself. 
Napoleon was at one time conferring 
with the leaders of Austria on a proposal 
for peace. At one end of the room was 
an elevated platform with a chair upon 
it. Napoleon said: “Remove that chair. 
I can never see an elevated chair without 
wanting to sit in it.” Contrast this with 
that other room where Jesus washed his 
disciples’ feet. Both Jesus and Napoleon 
were consumed with a great passion, one 
to get the world for himself, the other 
to give Himself for the world.—From 
Newark, Ohio, Advocate. Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Adverbs More than Nouns.—What 
doth Jehovah require of thee, but to do 
justly, and to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with thy God? (Golden Text). 
An aged Quaker once wrote quaintly to 
his nephew, who, at his suggestion, ha 
performed somewhat grudgingly a Chris- 
tian service: “I wish thee had performed 
with better grace. With God, I am think- 
ing, adverbs shall have better thanks than 
nouns, that is, not what we do but how 
we do it is the grand question. Jesus 
made it plain that not only what we do 
but how we do it counts for much in 
God’s sight.".—From Forward. Sent by 
Mary L. Wilson, Maysville, Ky. 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“T Need Thee Every Hour.” 
“Have Thine Own Way, Lord.” 
“True-Hearted, Whole-Hearted.” 
“We'll Work Till Jesus Comes.” 
“Higher Ground.” = 
“Take My Life and Let It Be.” 
(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm, book set to 
music, including also some other parts -of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 
“His Fame Hath Spread Abroad” (40: 1-4). 
Psalm 21 :1-7. 
“[ Sing of Mercies That Endure” (175 : 1-3). 
Psalm 89 : 1-4, 15-19. 
(260 : 1-3). 
Psalm 125 : 1-5. 
“Everlasting is Thy Throne” (205 :1, 2). 
Psalm 102 : 12-17. 
“Thy God Shall Reign” (299: 2, 3). 
Psalm 146 : 3-10. 
bd 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thou dost cherish and 
guard us, notwithstanding our unwise 
choices. We would be free of our willful- 
ness and perversity, so that thy blessed 
will for us might be done. If thou hast 
chosen any of us for special service in thy 
name, may we be humble and faithful, not 
exalted by position, but made teachable and 
usable. Give us this day, we pray thee, a 
singlehearted purpose to obey thee. We 
ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—What would be 
your first thought if you were crowned 
King, or made President of the United 
States? That is a big question, isn’t it? 
Well, some of us might think of the 
power that we would have; others, of the 
prominent position; others, of the big- 
ness of the job; and still others would 
see what an opportunity for service had 
been placed before therm. We shall learn 
more about Saul as we go on, but now, 
in this lesson, he is just beginning as the 
very first king of Israel. Every one of 
us, in our own place and time, has been 
given responsibilities — things that we are 
to do, and no one else. It isn’t what 
we get that counts, but what we give 
out for others. Is there anyone here 
who would like to disappoint our heavenly 
Father, by failing to do what he has 
been chosen to do? We shall learn 
how Saul lost his opportunity. Let us 


“With Heart Confiding”’ 
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pray that we may not lose ours through 
anything wrong in ourselves. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


|S qrieg carefully the first eleven chap- 
ters of 1 Samuel, and introduce the 
new course of study by letting the class 
talk with you a little while about the 
little boy who was asked of God, and 
then given back “unto the Lord all the 
days of his life.” We are just beginning 
a series of stories of never-failing human 
interest, and the class will, be delighted to 
tell them to you, In these little talks 
always listen very closely, to be sure that 
no mistakes are made, and that the chil- 
dren are given a lesson in daily living. 
Encourage all the children to talk, and ii 
you should find some to whom these beau- 
tiful stories have never been told, -see 
that they have an opportunity of knowing 
them before leaving the class. 

Bring out the great facts in Sam- 
uel’s life. He grew up to be a prophet; 
that is, a man through whom God sends 
messages to the people. He was also the 
last of the judges. As a prophet and as a 
judge he was faithful and wise, and truly 
loved his people. When Samuel was old, 
he made his own sons judges of the 
people. These sons were not good men 
like Samuel, and the people became dis- 
satisfied. They saw the nations around 
with kings ruling over them. These 
kings had beautiful palaces built for 
themselves, They had many of the peo- 
ple for servants. The kings put their 
people to death whenever they chose. 
They also kept great armies, and often 
carried on cruel wars. Yes, a king was 
a dangerous thing to ask for. 

Ask the children if they ever asked for 
something that was not wise or even safe 
to have, but they wanted it just because 
the other boys or girls had it. So these 
people asked for a king, that they might 





be “like all the nations.’ They were 
very foolish to do this, for while they 
obeyed God he provided for them and 
protected them in a wonderful way. 
They were free to live at home with thcir 
families, cultivating their land, and build- 
ing beautiful homes for themselves. 
Truly, God has always been a loving, 
gracious King. But when the people 
refused him for their King, he gave them 
a king like they wanted. 

The class will be interested in the way 
the king was selected. So it may be well 
to read the whole of chapter 9 in the 
class. Verse 15 tells how God talked to 
Samuel. How closely they must have 
walked together, for God to speak in his 
ear! Call attention to the fact that Saul 
was seeking his father’s asses when he 
was anointed king. He was at work, and 
doing what his father sent him to do. 
The children have daily lessons to learn, 
some have little home duties to do. All 
need to learn the great lesson of obedi- 
ence. These duties faithfully done will 
lead, not to a throne, but to a strong, 
beautiful manhood and womanhood. 

Soon after Saul was made king a hea- 
then king brought his army against Is- 
rael, and we read that “the Spirit of God 
came upon Saul.” He gathered a-large 
army and went against these enemies, 
and the Lord wrought salvation in Israel, 
and “Saul and all the men of Israel re- 
joiced greatly.” We are glad that the 
hew — such a fine beginning. 


oo aviour, Like a Shepherd Lead 
” 
Cuirnton, S. C. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Unexpected calls into service. 
2. Natural fitness not enough. 











HAVE you one of those puzzling dual- 
natured girls in your class? One 
whose character contradicts itself in most 
unexpected ways, at every turn? Here 
is a lesson for you and for her, in this 
study of Saul, the first king of Israel, 
for he was at once the best and the least 
fitted man in all the nation to be the first 
king. He was the last man they would 
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naturally have chosen, yet when. suggested 
to them they at once approved the choice. 


1. He was entirely unprepared for the 
call given to him through the old prophet, 
Samuel — had never dreamed of leader- 
ship among his people, and was so modest 
about it (or afraid of the responsibility ?) 
that he turned up missing when they came 
together to acclaim him king the first 
time! . Not one factor in his previous 
life, apparently, had fitted him for this 
position, and he seemed to have felt this 
himself, which apparent humility of spirit 
at once wins our cordial liking for this 
tall, rough-and-ready young rancher, out 
looking for lost asses and finding a 
kingship! 

He was as surprised to find himself 
called as he was unprepared for the new 
responsibility. Nobody seemed more sur- 
prised than he that this young man was 
indeed “among the prophets” — thinking 
seriously of serious things for the first 
time in his life, apparently! He hadn’t 
even known there was a “man of God” 
near by, when his servant proposed con- 
sulting Samuel about the straying asses. 
And it was the servant, not the master, 
who had providently saved alittle gift 
for the seer, for such an emergency call 
upon him. Indeed these several chapters 
reveal a most artlessly surprised young 
man as the central figure in the story 
of the choosing of Israel’s first king. 

2. But despite all these unlikely things 
about ‘Saul, he did possess a sort of natu- 
ral fitness, which shines out right win- 
somely through this record. He remon- 
strated modestly enough over Samuel’s 
first approach to the subject (9: 17-21) 
and listened gravely enough to the wise 
old man’s all-night lesson in kingship, and 
accepted Samuel’s anointing with keen 
elation of spirit. The people were evi- 
dently pleased, and shouted loyalty to him 
with all heartiness (10: 20-26) after he 
was found hiding modestly away among 
the baggage! His natural magnanimity 
shone out winsomely in his refusal to 
blame the few churlish fellows who re- 
fused him cheers that day, and his fine 
courage and soldierly ability mark his 
first act in generous defense of the men of 
Jabesh-gilead against their cruel enemy. 
The closing verse of chapter 11 forecasts 
a happy reign for this the first king of 
Israel. 

But Saul is a sad illustration of the 
fact that natural attractiveness, or even 
fitness, is not enough for answering God’s 
calls to service. There was never a bright 
beginning that closed under a heavier 
cloud than did the reign of Israel’s first 
king! For Saul so soon forgot the mod- 
est humility of his first acceptance in a 
stubborn self-will that wrecked his own 
happiness and lost him his kingdom. 
Saul took God’s will into account in name 
only and his wonderful opportunity was 
lost almost before it began. -Will his 
story help some girl of yours to meet 
her “call,” when it comes, in God’s way 
and in his strength? 


Home Study 
‘Read on through chapters 12 to 15 (1 
Samuel) to see how Saul’s tragic failure 
came about. 
Decatur, GA. 
« 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: What a start! 

Discussion: What are the peculiar of- 
ings of the world to a young man of 
this time that tempt him to disobey 
God? 

Objective: Keeping God enthroned in 
his own First Place. 


AY, fellows, what a start Saul had! 
Surely if a fellow’s start could de- 
termine the final score, Saul of Gibeah 
would have been a colossal success in- 
stead of the colossal failure that he was. 
Let’s look this young man over and 
see what things of promise seemed to 
arch his future like a beautiful rainbow. 
In the first place he had the physique 
—a great, big, strong body, and as 
handsome as he was strong. You. could 
see Saul in any crowd, towering above 
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_Lessom for July 3 
1 Samuel g to 11 


all the others. A strong body and good 
looks are not to be despised, though per- 
sonal beauty invites its peculiar dangers. 

But Saul possessed also a willing spirit 
and a simple earnestness that sat well 
upon those big, strong shoulders. See 
the way in which he set out upon that 
search for his father’s asses, his cour- 
teous dealings with his servant and with 
the old man whom he did not know, but 
who afterward proved to be ‘Samuel the 
seer, 

Note, too, his humble spirit when faced 
with the announcement that God had 
chosen him to be king: of Israel. See 
how properly he conducted himself as 
Samuel’s guest, and afterward, as he 
met the men at Zelzah and in the plain 
of Tabor, according to the word of Sam- 
uel. Observe how discreetly he an- 
swered his uncle at the high place. Right 
there he might have spoiled it all. Mark 
his modesty, even on that day at Mizpah 
when the people had gathered to crown 
him, by Samuel’s orders. 

But most of all to count in this splen- 
did beginning for a mighty’ career was 
the fact that the Spirit of the Lord 
descended upon him, and God gave him 
a new heart. 

Clearly, fellows, I’m stumped here; 
for it would seem that when God’s seal 
is stamped upon a life at its start as 
Saul’s life was stamped, that it would 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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be impossible to fail. Yet the record 
stands that Saul did fail. He ignomini- 
ously failed, though he started out with 
the favor of God, the favor of man, and 
the favor of nature. We have to turn 
only four chapters farther along in the 
First Book of Samuel to learn the se- 
cret of that otherwise unaccountable fail- 
ure. Disobedience. Saul, in his sudden 
rise to fame and fortune, seemed to 
forget that God was still supreme; that 
God required, first of all, obedience, and 
not sacrifice. 

Hear the prophet’s pronouncement of 
sentence upon Saul, fellows: it carries 
the heart of this lesson and shows that, 
no matter what may be the start, you 
and I must continually give God his 
own place in our program —the place 
of First Authority. “And Samuel said, 
When thou wast little in thine own sight, 
wast thou not made the head of the tribes 
of Israel, and the Lord anointed thee 
king over Israel? . . . Wherefore then 
didst thou not obey the voice of thie 
Lord? .. . Hath the Lord as great de- 
light in burnt-offerings and sacrifices, as 
in obeying the voice of the Lord? be- 
hold, to obey is better then sacrifice, an’ 
to. hearken than the fat of rams. For 
rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and 
stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. 
Because thou hast rejected the word cf 
the Lord, he hath also rejected thee from 
being king” (1 Sam. 15: 17-23). 

Fellows, read all of that fifteenth chap- 
ter. It is a plumb line by which to rear 
the walls of your own life. No mat- 
ter what may be your start — good, bad, 
or indifferent — obedience to God is a 
strong tower: “The righteous runneth 
into it, and is safe’! 


Greensporo, N. C, 
we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of June 26) 


1. The day that his brother Andrew brought 
him to Jesus. 

2. Was it not when he heard Jesus’ words 
oi prophecy concerning the great change-to- 
be in -himself? (John 1 : 42.) 

3. The moment Peter laid down his net and 
followed Jesus (Matt. 4: 20). 

4. When he declared his absolute faith in 
Jesus as “the Christ, the Son of the living 
God” (Matt. 16: 16). 

gs. A new name, meaning “stone”; that he 
would be made a fisher of men; that he would 
be given the keys of the kingdom (Matt. 16: 
13-20). 

6. On the day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit, 
sent by Christ Jesus, came into his heart, 
and changed him into a steadfast, brave m=-n, 
and he won three thousand souls, who en- 
tered the door of the kingdom which he un- 
Iccked, using the keys for the first time. 

7. When in true sorrow and humility, after 
bitter tears of repentance for cowardly fail- 
ure, he declared his deep love for his Lori 
(John 21 : 15-17). a 

8. He promised never to be offended, or 
ashamed of Jesus, and to go with Jesus to 
prison and to death. After he was filled 
with the Spirit he stood firm like a rock, 
amid persecutions. He went to prison for 
Jesus’ sake, and finally died for the One he 
loved. ; 

9. Is it not that Jesus could make so much 
of such poor material? 

10. Personal. 

11. He fished, foorsook, followed, faltered, 
and finally famously finished. 

12. Courage, cowardice; loyalty, disloyalty; 
hot, cold; weak and faithless, strong and be- 
lieving; outrageously sinning, meekly peni- 
tent; ignominiously defeated, gloriously tri- 
umphant. 

13. Because he is so human and yet so filled 
with the Spirit. 

14. See 2 Peter 1:14, 16. 

1s. Personal. ° 

16, See, for example, 1 Peter 3:9; 5:2, 8 


What is meant in the Bible by “the 
Kingdom’? What is the “Church”? Can 
you give a clear and Scriptural answer? 
You may be asked by some one in that 
wide-awake class of yours. Lewis Sperry 
Chafer’s book, “The Kingdom in His- 
tory and Prophecy,” published by The 
Sunday School Times Company, Phila- 
delphia, at $1, postage Io cents, is won- 





derfully illuminating on these themes. 
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For They Say, and Do Not! 


Frankly, what's the use of saying, “ Every time | see a Jew | want to take off my hat 
to him,"-when you are not willing to take out your dollar to help him know of that Name 
through which alone he can be saved? What's the use of the premillennial doctrine if 
it teaches by innuendo that “ we must leave the Jews alone in this age” ? 

Are you obeying God in your work, prayer and gifts in behalf of the Jew? Are you 
a layman? Just how much did you give for Jewish Missions last year, and how much 
to all other missions? Are you a pastor? How much did your church give for Jewish 
Missions last year? Think over these things. Some day you will be required to give 
an accounting of your stewardship. 

ur mission merits your every confidence and support. Just now your gift would be 
especially appreciated. Our paper, THE CHOSEN PE OPLE—considered by many 
Bible students the most helpful paper on Prophecy and the Jews published in America,— 
is sent to all contributors. Regular price, 50.cents a year, or 10 cents a copy. 

May we hear from you? 


American Board of Missions to the Jews Scoctive’ New York 
































Just imported from England 


What to Teach and 
How to Reach the Young 


By GEORGE GOODMAN 

















A practical and spiitual handbook for all workers 
among young people. 


CONTENTS 


EXAMPLES OF STORY TELLING 
PREPARING THE ADDRESS TEACHING BY PARABLES 

BEST FORM OF ADDRESS - AND PROVERBS 

THE ART OF ILLUSTRATION 


AND 


117 SUGGESTIVE QUTFLINES FOR SCRIPTURE ADDRESSES 
I, The True Nature and Character of God—with 8 outlines 
Il. The Old Testament Types and Parables “ 13 ” 
Ill. The Exceeding Sinfulness of Sin and God’s 





OUR AIM 


Judgment Upon It “* 2 . 
IV. The Lord Jesus Christ: His Glory and Work “ 29 ° 
V.. Repentance and Faith -“ 2 ° 
VI. Moral Conduct and Holiness “ 274 ? 


256 pages; only $1.25, postage 10 cents 
PLEASE SEND ORDERS TO 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 











$25.00 to $50.00 
EASY SPARE TIME PROFITS 


Sell our Embossed Initial Tea Napkins packed three dozen 
to the packege. Made of the finest Lyn-Kloth Crepe Paper. 
Every package with your own initial in Old English. Kindly 
fill in the bottom line quantity of each initial you desire. This is 
an article that every home: has use for, and, with our Sample Box, sales are easily made. 
Cost 13c.; sells for 25c. Sample box 25c. With | order of 25 packages sample 
package FREE. 30 Days Credit, Carrying Charges Prepaid. 


CLIP OR COPY AND MAIL NOW 








GILLMORE BROS., Publishers, Reading, Pa. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





July 10. 
dom Practiced. 
cration meeting.) 


Christ’s Teachings That Are Too Sel- 
Matt. 5 : 38-48. (Conse- 


July 17. Applying Christian Standards in 
Amusements. Phil. 4:8; 1 Cor. 6:12; 
8 : 12, 13. 


July 24. What Are. Causes and Cures of Un- 
rest? Psa. 43: 1-5; Matt. 11 : 28-30. 

July 31. Great Missionary Characters, 
11 3 23-28. 


aCor. 





Sunday, July 3 
What Our Government Does for Us 
(Rom. 13 : 1-8) 





Mon.—Government preserves peace (zr 
Kings 4 : 24, 25). 

Tues.—Provides justice (Deut. 24 : 17, 18). 

Wed.—Consent of the governed (Josh, 
1 : 16-18). 

Thurs.—Gives protection (Acts 21 : 30-40). 

Fri.—Supports right living ( Pet. 3: 12, 


13). 
Sat.—Ideal government (Isa. 11 : 1-10). 











How does our Government give us security ? 
What is the Government doing for educa- 
tion? 


How does the Government conserve our 
natural resources? 


AVE you ever stopped to consider 
that the ideal government in God’s 
sight is not a democracy, however good 
those of us who live in the United States 
may think that form of government to 
be. God's ideal-is an absolute monarchy, 
and the day is coming when the Lord 
Jesus Christ himself will return in per- 
son to rule the nations of this earth in 
absolute righteousness but with absolute 
authority and power. His laws will be 
perfect, but they will be executed with 
a rod of iron (Rev. 2:27; 19:15). 
ww 
However, until Christ comes to rule, 
it is God’s plan that the government of 
this earth be administered by men. Adam 
was given dominion over all the earth, 
and in his descendants under God are 
vested the rights of government. It is 
true that Adam and his descendants have 
permitted Satan and his forces to usurp 
their authority in many directions. But 
this usurpation does not alter God’s plan, 
and, furthermore, Satan’s domination is 
controlled by God’s permissive will. Paul 
makes plain in Romans 13:1, our Scrip- 
ture lesson, that the powers that be are 
decreed or ordained of God. 
Our thoughts may turn perhaps to cer- 


Tye Sunday School Ges 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries, 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50, : 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. a 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and 
the single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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tain Boverniments “Whbse™ influefice ‘is ad- 
mittedly evil, and we may find it diffi- 
cult to recognize in them God’s agencies. 
But just as. individual man has disobeyed 
God and refused to carry: out his wil, 
so have God-ordained or God-permitted 
governments. God in his wisdom does 
not always immediately cut off such gov- 
ernments or rulers as refuse to obey him. 
Sometimes he permits them to continue 
their evil courses until their cup of in- 
iquity is full and his own time comes for 
judging them. Sometimes he will even 
use their evil deeds to further his pur- 
poses and to bring about his will in the 
midst of their disobedience. 

Babylon’s lust for conquest was used 
by God to discipline his chosen people, 
Israel. Rome’s greed and cruelty were 
used to scatter the Jews to the uttermost 
parts of the earth in fulfillment of God's 
prophecy for Israel. The persecution 
fostered by the intolerant governments 
of England and France drove the Puri- 
tans and Huguenots to the shores of 
America, that a new and free nation might 
be established. Not that God inspired 
any of these governments to commit the 
evil deeds recorded of them, but since, 
in their own willfulness they were com- 
mitted to evil doing, God used their evil 


| deeds to work his purposes. 


w 

Whether government be good or evil, 
God’s Word makes clear the Christian’s 
duty toward it. Nowhere in Scripture 
is the Christian given any authority to 
fight against organized government or 
to speak evil of those in authority (Rom. 
13:2; 2 Pet. 2:9-11). This does not 
mean that the Christian has no right to 
take steps to correct the evil law and to 
remove from office an evil ruler. He has 
access to the organized channels for such 
redress from corrupt laws and rulers. 
It does mean, however, that he has no 
right to resort to anarchy and revolution, 
and it means that he is not to rail against 
authority or to do aught that will lower 
the dignity of and respect for a govern- 
ment office. 


4 

Especially in this age do we need to 
be reminded that the willful and delib- 
erate breaking of any law is anarchy, re- 
gardless of whether others break that 
law or not, and regardless of our own 
personal opinion as to the justice of that 
law. The continuance of such a practice 
on the part of an individual or a com- 
munity or a government cannot but lead 
to disregard and disobedience of all law. 
The Christian’s only excuse for disobey- 
ing organized authority is the direct con- 
fliction of that authority with the will of 
God as revealed in his Word. When 
these two conflict, God must be obeyed, 
as Peter told the Sanhedrin in Acts 5: 
29. This is not rebellion. The higher 
law of God merely takes precedence over 
the lesser law of man, in somewhat the 
same manner as a ruling of the Supreme 
Court of our land will take “precedence 
over and set aside the ruling of the lower 
courts. 

we 


But why is God so careful to warn 
against disobedience to organized gov- 
ernment? Is it not because even a cor- 
rupt government is better than lawless- 
ness? Disregard for man’s laws breeds 
disregard for God's laws, and vice versa. 
Fven though laws may not be the best, 
if they are enforced there is hope for 
the future and there is a semblance of 
order. Anarchy and lawlessness mean 
only ruin. Every man is at the mercy 
of brute force, and all progress is throt- 
tled. 

we 


Those of us who live in so-called 
Christian lands need daily to thank God 
for our laws and government, based so 
largely upon the principles laid down by 
God. Where human government is pat- 
terned after God’s plan, the individual’s 
rights are protected and, in the main, the 
national resources are not exploited by 
a few but are shared in by the whole 
nation, Opportunities are given for edu- 
cation and class privileges are largely 
abolished. 

As we think at this season especially 
of those who, by their sacrifice and con- 
secration, made possible this nation of 





the United States of America, let us 





remember that, in a very large sense, their 
wisdom and foresight and wise planning 
came as a definite answer to prayer and 
as a result of personal contact with God 
and with his Word. This realization 
should inspire in us a greater faithful- 
ness in prayer for those in authority to- 
day in our land, that God may guide 
and direct them, and when necessary 
overrule in order that our God-given lib- 
erty and freedom may be preserved, that 
this nation be brought into that place 
of usefulness in the world for which God 
has ordained her, and that she may not 
fail God in standing for those principles 
and truths that shall testify of him until 
the day dawns when all government shall 
be delivered into the hands of his Son. 
We 

How often do I thank God for our govern- 

ment? 


How faithfully do I remember in prayer 
thore in authority? 


What do my actions show as to my loyalty 
to my government and to its laws? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





Children at Home 








The Sign of Peace 
By Grace Landis 


Just as East meets West, 

While weary children rest, 
Midnight waves a magic hand, 
Life comes to toys o’er the land. 


ING, dong! Ding, dong! Slowly the 

big clock in the hall struck twelve, 
then ticked on with its two hands raised 
in the air, 

Up and down the tiny arms and legs 
moved as Raggedy Ann, Billy Bump, the 
Monkey, and Tommy the Tin Soldier 
slowly came to life. Once awake they 
wasted no time, for tonight they had 
planned to have a real battle. A fort, 
flag, ammunition, and everything! 

Over the window sill they slid right 
into a pile of snow. 

“Here is just the place for the fort,” 
cried Billy Bump, pointing to a spot near 
the big tree. Soon they were all busy 
piling the snow and making snowballs. In 
a short time the forts were built and the 
ammunition piled high: in back of them. 

“I have a great idea,’ cried Tommy 
as he spied Nellie, the collie dog, coming 
toward them. 

“Tm going to be Paul Revere and 
Nellie will be my steed.” 

“Hurrah!” and Tommy, with the help 
of the Monkey and his stick, climbed on 
Nellie’s back. But Nellie had no desire 
to be the steed of Paul Revere or to take 
part in any war, and continued on her 
way to the barn. It was only with much 
coaxing on the part of the army that at 
last Nellie was. persuaded to turn back. 
Even then she could not be made to run. 
So it was that Tommy the Tin Soldier had 
to enter the village to warn his people. 

“To arms, to arms!” shouted Tommy. 

Raggedy Ann followed with the Mon- 
key, and Biily Bump ran out into the 
path. Each carried a snowball, for that 
was their ammunition. 

‘Spying Tommy sitting on Nellie’s back 
as she walked slowly down the path, they 
laughed merrily. 

“The war would be over and all debts 
paid by the time you got through one 
town,” teased Raggedy Ann. 

“The peace treaty was signed a couple 
of years ago,” shouted Billy Bump. 

Tommy was getting more angry every 
minute. He hated to he teased. Nellie, 
the collie, usually helped him with his 
ideas; this time she had failed and he 
meant to settle with her. But first he 
would get into the battle, so sliding off 
Nellie’s back he picked up a handful of 
snowballs and began to fire. 

Snowballs flew right and left. The 
fort was tread under and the army was 
covered with snow. In the fun Tommy 
the Tin Soldier forgot that he had been 
angry. Ten minutes of hard fighting and 
then Raggedy Ann tore off her little white 
apron and waved it in the air. The enemy 
catching sight of the white flag knew the 
sign cf peace and dropped their snowballs. 
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Just as they were about to rest a. few 
minutes Nellie, the collie, came down 
the path. She looked neither to left nor 
right, but the sight of her was enough 
to remind Tommy of her failure during 
the earlier part of the evening, 

“Here is where I do some spy work,” 
whispered Tommy the Tin Soldier as he 
crept after her, followed closely by the 
other three. 

“Perhaps she is a spy bécause she didn’t 
want to join the army,” suggested Billy 
Bump. But Tommy was busy running 
from behind one tree to another, so he 
did not answer, 

“What are you going to do to Nellie?” 
questioned the Monkey, as he kept pace 
with Tommy by swinging from one 
branch to another over Tommy’s_ head. 
Again Tommy did not answer, for Nellie 
had stopped and was looking around as 
if she suspected that some one was fol- 
lowing her. 

Just outside of the great barn door 
Nellie paused again, but not seeing any- 
one she seemed satisfied. Then she slid 
into the barn through a hole in the door. 
A: few minutes more, then Tommy the Tin 
Soldier slid in after her pulling with him 
Raggedy Ann. The Monkey helped Billy 
Bump by.a push of his stick. Once in, 
they opened their eyes wide in aston- 
ishment, for there was Nellie climbing 
the ladder which led to the hay loft. 

“T didn’t know she could climb,” whis- 
pered the Monkey. 

“To think she wouldn’t even run when 
I wanted her to,” sneered Tommy. 

Swiftly they climbed the ladder after 
Nellie. At the top they waited until she 
disappeared into a far corner of the 
loft. 

“Fall 
Tommy. 

One by one the army got into line, then 
led by the brave leader they followed 
their spy. 

A few minutes more and they were 
across the loft. Here they stopped dead. 
All army rules forgotten, speechless, they 
stared in astonishment ! 

All in a row were six little round 
woolly puppies, each with a left paw 
raised ‘and each little paw was white. 
Tommy was the first to recover. 

“The sign of peace,” he said and 
saluted. 

“No wonder,” said Raggedy Ann as 
she hugged one of the puppies close, “no 
wonder you didn’t want to join the army 
with such a wonderful family waiting 
for you.” 

But Nellie only smiled as she turned 
over and went to sleep, for she knew that 
the army would stand guard. 

Reaping, Pa, 


in,’ commanded the brave 








The Victorious Life 




















Your Substitute for Keswick 


EARS ago, when 2 man was drafted 

for war, it was possible, when he 
could not leave his family or his busi- 
ness, to send a substitute to go and fight 
in his place. It may not have occurred 
to those who have been longing to go 
to ene of the Victorious Life Conferences 
at America’s Keswick this summer and 
who, for one cause or another,. will be 
unable to go, that it is possible for them 
to send a substitute, not to suffer hard- 
ship or perhaps death, but to enjoy the 
blessings that come from a week of Bible 
study, Spirit-filled messages, and Chris- 
tian fellowship. 

If you are at a loss to find some one 
to go in your stead, the Council of the 
Victorious Life Testimony stands ready 
to use any contribution you may care 
to make for such a purpose, and God will 
richly bless the gift because some one 
who might not otherwise get to Keswick 
will be enabled to attend a conference, 
and you yourself will get a blessing 
through the giving. Such gifts should 
be specially designated for the Victorious 
Life Conference Substitute Fund. é 

This is not the only way, however, that 
you may share America’s Keswick with 
others. As many know, the summer con- 
ferences at Keswick are supported entirely 
by the thank offerings. taken at the end 
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Lesson for July 3 
1 Samuel.9 40 15 


of each conference, the funds received 
for meals and board going entirely to the 
up-keep of Keswick. However, in case 
ot the Student Conferences, the thank 
Offering is inadequate to cover the. cost. 
This is readily understood when it is re- 
membered that most students do not have 
sufficient funds to cover more than their 
actual expenses at a conference of this 
sort. The Council believes that God 
would have them give to the student world 
the same rich feast of Bible study and 


_ deeply spiritual teaching as is provided 


for the other conferences, and they are 
looking to God to make up the deficit 
of the Student Conferences. Will you 
ask him what share he may want you 


_ to have in making this sound and con- 


structive conference available to these 
young men and women on the threshold 
of life work? 

Then there are a number of important 
‘needs at Keswitk which it is hoped may 
be met before the Student Conference 
opens on June 25. One of the most urgent 
of these is that of new beds to replace 
the temporary ones ‘purchased from the 


~ government several years ago at a very 
* low cost. 


Special prices of $10 and $12 
each for new beds have been quoted by 
a large firm interested in Keswick. Per- 
haps God may want you to make an in- 
vestment of a number of these. 

Will you not join with those who are 












only $100 


to receive a fixed 
return for Life / 


$100 —$500 —$1,000 or $100, se po 
be invested with equal safety and 
surance of a permanent, fixed i rnalioat 
for life in Annuity Bonds of the 
American Bible Society. 


For over 50 years the Socie:y has issued 
bonds, returning as high as 9% according to 
age of annuitant, without a loss to a single 
investor, with payments made promptly. half- 
yearly, with no trouble whatsoever on the 
part of the annuitant. 

Just send for the booklet, read the inter- 
esting story of this re- 
poset nga gags So | 
terprise, buy a bond, 
and that's aut You 
ate assured a regular 
income for life. 


for. booklet No. 16K 
NOW. 

























American Bible Society 
Bible House, Aster Place 
New York 
TONY IDROOK C“CHOO 
A school Prepares Distinctively 
for boys for College Christian 


A Christian preparatory school for boys- 
stressing all-round development in an envi- 
ronment of high ideals and scholarly 

achievement. Prepares for all the leading 
colleges. Intensive work under college- 

trained teachers. Small classes. New 
$100,000 administraticn building. New 
chapel. Other modern buildings-on 35-acre 
‘campus on the beautiful north shore of Long 
Island. Indoor and outdoor spo.ts. For 
catalog address the Principal, Box S, 
Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 
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BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 


THE SUNDAY 


undergirding America’s ‘Keswick with 
prayer that God’s richest blessing may be 
outpoured on this year’s conferences and 
that all the funds necessary to provide 
for the comfort and spiritual refreshment 
of delegates may be speedily provided? 
Gifts for any .of the above mentioned 
needs should be sent to B. F. Culp, Treas- 
urer, 80-82 Stafford Building, 1114 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia. 


Calendar of Conferences 
Summer Season, 1927, Keswick, N. J. 


June 25 to July 3.—Student Conference. 
July 9$-17.—Victorious Life Conference. 
July 23-31.— = 


Aug. 6-14.— “ “ oe 
Aug. 28-28.— “ “ “ 
Sept. 2- 5.— “ “ « 


Meals and room for each of the above con- 
ference periods, except for the September 
week-end, $16. Registration fee, $3.50 addi- 
tional. 

All applications for accommodations should 
be sent to the Victorious Life Testimony, 8o- 
82 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Reservations cannot be made 
unless application is accompanied by regis- 
tration fee. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 








Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mether 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. Ne names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if 

questions are too personal for an answer 
> these columns, Mother wa will be 
glad to reply individually if possible, if 
return postage is enclosed. 


the answers given to others. 
edge there is a question that has not yet 
been answered. What education do you feel 
the Lord would have one receive, whose de- 


training. 
without a college education? Thank you so 
much for your interest—A CHRISTIAN. 


Y DEAR CHRISTIAN: As a 

“called one,” I feel like charging 
you to be sure that in every detail you 
follow! Only the Master can tell you 
how much of study he wants you to have 
in preparation for the work he has for 
you to do. Knowing all the future, he 
knows how many years of work he wants 
you to have, and who of us knows the 
future? To most girls I would say, “Take 
all the preparation you can get,” but I 
would also want to say, “Have your ears 
trained to hear the voice of the Master, 
so that you always remain in the path- 
way that he has marked out for you.” 
Follow him so closely that, if he wishes 
‘you to turn aside, you will know his 
voice. “My sheep hear my voice, and I 
know them.” You can ask him about 
every detail, so that you will not miss a 
single direction or make a mistake. 

One thing you must do, go to a college 
that is true to the Bible and all that is 
in it. The Holy Spirit cannot work 
through doubt, and you will fail of your 
‘ife work if you go where God is not 
honored. 

When you look at the men in the New 
Testament, you find the educated Paul 
and Peter the fisherman, but the secret 
of success in both was that God had the 
right of way in their lives. When Jesus 
told Peter to follow him, it meant going 
all the way with the blessed Master. Let 
the words of Isaiah 30:21 possess you: 
“And thine ears shall hear a word be- 
hind thee, saving, This is the way, walk 
ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, 
and when ye turn to the left? This 
is your privilege, and the closer you are 
to your Saviour the more distinctly you 
will hear his voice. Blessed, blessed priv- 
ilege, to be so near, and to have the 
guidance of the supreme One! 

Breathe on me, breath of God, 

Fill me with life anew, 





That I may love what Thow dost love, 
And do what Thou wouldst do. 


Dear Mother Ruth: First, I wish to thank ! 
you for the help you have given me by 
To my knowl- | 


sire is His service and who has been called? ; 
I realize that the Lord can use the unedu- | 
cated as well as the educated, but I am 
young and ready to enter school for special | 
Could he use me more with or’ 
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USERROLES CESARE CCC 


World-Wide Evangelization 
Crusade 


A Faith Mission, Deeply Evangelical, Interdenominational, 
Sacrificial. President, Charles T. Studd, B.A. 











Laboring: in the HEART OF AFRICA. Africa's innermost Mission, in 


Belgian 
pt led. by Mr. Studd. 60 missionaries: working to-day with zeal nd unity. 
Thousands of converts. Begun in 1913. 


In the HEART OF AMAZONIA. In four areas amongst Red Indian tribes of 


the Amazon, amidst constant: peril and hardships. 20 missionaries since 1923. 
Leader, Kenneth Grubb, F. R. G.S. Some converts. 


In the HEART OF ASIA. Three — waiting, working, praying for 
Aifghanistan’s-doors to open. Begun in 1926. 


writ ARTUR 


In. Other Pioneer Fields soon— missionaries waiting to evangelize interior Arabia 
‘Borneo (Rom. 15: 20). 






















Our PRAYER TARGET (to stimulate intelligent, acound-the-world praying) sent 
upon. request: with other free literature. Correspondence invited. 


Rev. W. F. ROADHOUSE, American Secretary 


33: St. Clair Gardens, TORONTO, Canada 


Jut A TESTIMONY. Mr. Will Bradley, the ag ey Egypt General. Mission 
worker, said recently: ‘Tell the friends for me, that I have known Studd since 

the early Cambridge o- 40 years For hard work, for spade work, for 
work continued over the years, we have tnd none like him. Charley Studd is the 
finest cxample of self-sacrifice in our generation.” 
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LET YOUR GIFT 


To Foreign Missions 
Pay You an Income for Life 


**All my life I have been interested in Foreign Missions. 
My heart always has been in the work, and, not being able 
te go as a missionary, I have tried my best to spare some- 
thing to help send others. All I could devote to this 
work from my income seems so little, yet I dare not use my 
capital, for that is all I have to rely on for my support.” 


Is that your problem? The Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions has a 
solution to suggest. Make an Annuity Gift to the Board from your capital. 

_ Let the Board invest it and. pay you a definite, guaranteed income for life, 
of from 434 to 9 per cent per year, according to your age, payable semi- 
annually. e Board will relieve you of all the worry and care of invest- 
ing and reinvesting the money, will pay you the interest regularly and assure 
the safety of the principal. At your death, the gift will become available 
for the work of the Board, with no less for Inheritance Tax. 


Annuity Gifts now. in force range from $100 to $65,000, and total nearly 
one and a quarter million. dollars. During the thirty years the Board has 
been writing Annuity Gift Agreements, it has never failed to pay the 
interest when due. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE TO 


Ernest F. Hall, Secretary, Department of Annuities 


THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. A. 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 











How I Know God Answers Prayer 


By ROSALIND (Mrs. Jonathan) GOFORTH 


te Goforth knows because she has proved it—from guidance in the smallest details of life to deliver- 
in life and: death struggles. Atn.intimate and wonderful record reminding one of the life of 





Goonge Mueller. $1.25; postage, 10 cents 
The Sunday School Times Company, - - - ~- 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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Visti the Shore of Lake Erie for Vacation 


Erieside Summer Bible 
Conferences 


Conferences Suitable for All Ages 


EVANGELISM, BIBLE TEACHING 
MISSIONS 
Willoughby-On-The-Lake, Willowick Near 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Girls’ and Women’s Bible Conference 
JULY 8 TO JULY 17 


Teachers, Miss Grace Saxe, Mrs. Helen 
Powell, Atianta, Ga., and others. 

Afternoon recreation and swimming under 
competent athletic director. 


Nineteenth Annual Erieside Bible 


Conference 


JULY 22 TO JULY 31 


‘Teachers already engaged, Rev. Herbert W. 
Bieber, D.D., George E. Guille, J. J. Ehrsteia, 
D.D., Jack Mitchell, W. McCarrell, W. Lamb 
(Sidney, Australia), Isaac Page, W. M. Dan- 
ner, Harold Fred Leach, W. L. Pettingill, G. A. 
Mackenzie, H. Stirling, others in correspond- 
ence. 

World wide missions were represented at last 
year’s Conference by twenty-five missionaries 
and over forty missionary addresses. 


Boys’ and Young Men’s Bible Conference 
AUGUST 5 TO 14 


Teachers, Rév. Isaac Page and others. After- 
noon recreation and swimming. Physical Di- 
rector, Mr. Norman W. Greenway, 








oronto. 





Conference ownership of Hotel buildings, 
Private beach, reasonable hotel rates, tennis, 
swimming, garage accommodations. 


Address fer information and folder An- 
nouncements of All Conferences 


HERBERT MACKENZIE, President 
Box 96 Willoughby, Ohio 


4 





AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn,N.Y. 


At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. 








Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 


.| day for other things. t 
six months (the second six months of | 














No. 2 for You 


Pastors and Superintendents invited to send 
postal for examination copy. 


Songs of Faith and Triumph No. 2 contains 168 
of the brightest gems. Your favorites heretofore 
found only in high-priced collections, new composi- 
tions, the best of the old—A BOOK YOU NEED. 
Examine at our expense. Send postal, give name 
of church or school. 


25Sc single copy by mail. $15.00 hundred. 


HALL-MACK CO., 2047 Arch St., Phila., Pa. 
National Music Co., 218 S. Wabash Avenue, Chicage, til. 


YMNS from the Heart 


107 Inspiring Gospel Hymns by the 
World’s Greatest Hymn Writers: 
Stebbins, Ha: ines S » Gabnel, Tovey, 
Hosher, ete. 7. sone’ Piety Larson Editor, 
Voice Student Boston, New York and Paris. 
25c Each, $12.50 per 100. Returnable copy 
on request. 
Rev. J. H. LARSON, Lake Shore Drive, Lake Geneva, Wis. 


Happy Vacations 


At Natbi Camp-Belle in the Berkshires 


Young women will find congenial companions and 
every oppertunity for an out-of-doors holiday. Write 
THE NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 
$40 West Fifty-fifth Street, New York City 


for descriptive tolder and application blank. 


e 
Virgin Birth in John’s Gospel 
A new translation of John 1:13 will be discussed 
in The Gospel Minister of July 14. sermon 
outline each week with other pastor's helps. 
13 issues, 25 cents 
THE GOSPEL MINISTER. Westfield, Indiana 

















Wher answering advertisements, 


please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 





For Family Worship 


By the- Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


26,496 Ten-Minute Periods! 


OW many of these 26,496 ten-min- 
ute periods during the 184 days from 
July 1 to December 31 will be prayer 
periods in your life? If there is an 
average of one such season each day, 
you will still have 26,312 ten-minute pe- 
riods left for other things! How many 
of us take even ten minutes a day for 
prayer? If we took that, and no more, 
we would still have remaining 143 ten- 
minute periods for various other respon- 
sibilities and pleasures. “Will a man rob 
God?” And yet how little time we give 
to him for that which lies so close to his 
heart — communion with himself, inter- 
cession for others, adoration and thanks- 
giving for what he is and does! 
Perhaps the reason why many of us 
get so few answers to our petitions is 
because we take so little time in the se- 
cret closet, and entreat God so half-heart- 
edly when we do pray. Would six ten- 
minute prayer seasons be too much to give 
to God daily from now on? You would 
still have left 138 ten-minute periods each 
Would that these 


the “three and one-half year” period 
which closes nineteen centuries of the 
Church's history since Pentecost) might 
witness, under the power of the Spirit, 
a veritable revolution in the prayer hab- 
its of multitudes who read this paper, the 
writers’ and readers’ included. Let us 
pray that our entire Sunday School Times 
family may become more than ever a 
divinely-charged, earth-reaching spiritual 
dynamo for God—not for the glory of 
this paper, but for His glory whose we 
wholly are and whom by his grace we 
devotedly serve. (See Prayer Suggestions 
below.) 


—_—- 


June 27 to July 3 
Mon.—1 Samuel 8: 1-9. Jehovah Rejected. 


“Like all the nations” (v. 5). Ah, that 
was the secret of Israel’s downfall. In- 
stead of being like God, they wanted to 
be like man, the very thing that God had 
solemnly warned them against (Deut., 
chaps. 6 to 9), and that he repeatedly 
warns us against. Do today’s prevailing 
fashions glorify God? And yet what a 
hold they have, even upon God’s peopie! 

PRAYER SuGGestions: Pray that the 
exhortations and suggestions in this de- 
partment may never become perfunctory 
or routine in character; and that the 
Spirit of God may breathe anew through 
EVERY department. Pray by name for 
each department contributor, as well as 
for editors and publisher. 


Tues.—Deuteronomy 17 : 14-20. 
Jehovah's Choice of a King. 


God foreknew that the time would 
come when Israel would reject him (1 
Sam. 8:7) and would demand a human 
king, which in his “permissive will” would 
be allowed, but he stipulated the kind 
of king they should choose. Can you 
name any kings (of the united or divided 
kingdoms) who met fully the divine re- 
quirements? Man’s only safety is in 
God’s “directive will.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray again for 
every home in our Sunday School Times 
family, that the family altar may be 
maintained, that thanks be returned at 
each meal, and that Christ be exemplified 
by each member of the family in all his 
or her conversation and conduct. 


Wed.—1 Samuel 10 : 17-25. Saul Chosen King. 


God was still acting within the limits 
of his permissive will, and in accordance 
therewith “chose” the man that he knew 
would please the people. When men will- 
fully reject God’s wisdom, preferring 
their own instead, there is no other way 
but to let them taste sooner or later the 
bitter fruits of their choice. 


SCHOOL TIMES 


| Prayer Succestions: Oh, how many 
things to take to the Lord daily: our 
homes, schools, neighborhoods, churches; 
| pastors, evangelists, missionaries, evan- 
| gelical leaders; city, state, nation, rulers; 
all nations and rulers; Jews, Gentiles, 


Church; the Church’s revival, the world’s |’ 


evangelization, the Lord’s return! How 
short these ten-minute prayer seasons! 
Don’t abridge; extend them! 


Thurs.—1 Samuel 13: 5-14. The King’s Folly. 


Saul, unconsciously to himself, was un- 
der test, and failed. He “knowingly trans- 
gressed [v. 12] by invading the priest’s 
office,” and thereby wrote himself down 
as unfit for his own high office as king, 
Obedience, whether under law or under 
grace, is better than sacrifice. Even the 
receiving of the Holy Spirit is dependent 
upon obedience to God (Acts 5: 32). 

Prayer SucGcestions: Pray for all 
evangelical periodicals, such as the Alli- 
ance Weekly, the Bible Today, the Bible 
Witness, the Christian, Christ Life, the 
Dawn, the Evangelical Christian, the 
King’s Business, the Life of Faith, the 
Moody Monthly, Our Hope, the Pente- 
| costai Herald, Serving and Waiting, 
World Dominion, the Wonderful Word, 
and others, including your own denomina- 
tional paper. 

Fri.—1 Samuel 15 : 13-23. Saul Rejected. 


Chance after chance had been given 
Saul, but every chance he had thrown 
away, until at last he had exhausted even 
God's patience; after which his repent- 
ance, and even his worship, were all in 
vain (see vs. 24-35; also 1 John 5: 16). 
Rebellion of heart is a terrible sin, classed 
with witchcraft; and stubbornness with 
iniquity and idolatry. Beware! 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask the Lord to 
help you recall such summer conferences 
as he would have you remember in prayer, 
especially Bible, Missionary, and Victo- 
rious Life; also all open air campaigns, 
camp meetings, tent gatherings, student 
conferences, and summer Vacation Bible 
Schools. Pray for Israel and all Jew- 
ish missions and workers. 


Sat.—Mark 12 : 28-34. 
Discerning Christ’s Kingdom. 
“Not far from the kingdom” (v. 34), 
yet not in it. One may be “in” the king- 
dom, so to speak, with his mind, his un- 
derstanding of its requirements, and per- 
haps even in his admiration of its lofty 
ideals, as was this poor scribe, and yet 
out of it with his heart. Admiration is 
not admission. “Ye must be born again.” 
Prayer Succestions: Many of the 
Lord’s children remember July 4th as a 
day of prayer. Is it too late to call to- 
gether a few friends for intercession, next 
Monday, for at least two or three hours? 
It is not too late if your heart is really 
burdened for the Church, and for our 
beloved: land, and for the world at large. 
“He ever liveth to make intercession.” 
Do you?) | 
Sun.—Psalm 119 : 1-8. Learning Jehovah’s Law. 


Verses 1 to 4, contemplation; verses 
5 to 8, supplication; the latter springing 
from the former, as is frequently the 
case. The Psalmist’s earnest supplication 
grew out of his contemplation of the 
happy lot of those who keep God’s law. 
Observing others’ high attainments and 
his own shortcomings, he was driven to 
his face before God. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray that today 
“the word of the Lord may have free 
course, and be glorified’; in pulpit, pew, 
and parish; by distribution through 
printed page, through spoken word, 
through holy lives. Pray that multitudes 
may follow the crample of that Southern 
woman who is scattering the Scriptures 
by thcusands of copies. Pray that you 
may point some soul to Christ today. 








A Whole Year for $1.00! 
mae [LLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘‘ There is 
no other I like as well." Santhle copy free. 


| THE (ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


iEarn $25 Weekly Spare Time 


Writing for newspapers, magazines. Experience 
| unnecessary. Details FREE. 


PRESS SYNDICATE, 1287, ST. LOUIS, MO. 
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Join our Rarty 


On da. 


Chartered Ship 


$690 (and up) pays all ex- 

penses for our 62 day tour 

to the Mediterranean, Holy 
Land, and Europe 


RAVELING with The Sunday 
School Times party on James Bor- 
ing’s Annual Cruise to the Medi- 
terranean, Holy Land, and Europe is not 


like taking an ordinary trip. We will- 


travel on a specially chartered ship, the 
famous S. S. Doric of the White Star 
Line. She is one of the newest of the 
great trans-Atlantic liners and on her we 
will have all the comforts and conveni- 
ences. of a modern hotel. 


The itinerary is most comprehensive. It 
requires sixty-two days without stop- 
over and includes Madeira; Gibraltar ; 
Algeciras, Spain; Algiers; Tunis and 
Carthage; Malta; Athens; Constanti- 
nople; Beirut, Syria; eleven days in 
Palestine and Egypt; Syracuse, Sicily ; 
five days in Naples and Rome; the 
French Riviera; and an opportunity to 


stop over in Europe to visit London and 


Panis. 


The rates from $690 up are the low- 
est at which comfort; safety,and conveni- 
ence can assured, and include stop- 
over tickets in Europe for all passengers 
after the. completion of the Mediter- 


ranean cruise. 


SEND THE COUPON 


Let us send you full particulars about The 
Sunday School Times party on Mr, Boring’s 
Annual Cruise to the Mediterranean,Holy Land, 
atid Europe. A\ll you need do is to send us the 
coupon and we will have Mr. Boring send you a 
booklet describing our ship and sige we will 
see, the deck plans showing the various accommo- 
dations that are available and a full schedule of 
age You will be under no obligations, Send 
coupon NOW. 


: The Sunday School Times Company 
. 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


_I am_ interested in the 1928 Sunday 
School Times Tour to the Mediterranean, 
Holy Land, and Europe. Please ask Mr. 
Boring to send me full particulars, 
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